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SUMMARY: The document below is a letter to Lord Burghley dated 30 April 1573 from
Roger North, 2nd Baron North, elder brother of the translator, Sir Thomas North. See the
ODNB:
North, Roger, second Baron North (1531–1600), nobleman and administrator, was born
on 27 February 1531 in the parish of St Thomas the Apostle in London, the first child in
the family of two sons and two daughters of Edward North, first Baron North (c.1504–
1564), administrator, and his first wife, Alice (d. 1560), daughter of Oliver Squire of
Southby, Hampshire, and widow of Edward Murfyn of London and of John Brigandine
of Southampton. . . Little is known of North's early days. There is no evidence that he was
a student at Peterhouse, Cambridge, like one of his younger brothers, the translator Sir
Thomas North (1535–1603?). . . About 1547 he married Winifred (d. 1578), sixth
daughter of Richard Rich, first Baron Rich (1496/7–1567), and his wife, Elizabeth, and
widow of Sir Henry Dudley, eldest son of John Dudley, earl of Warwick. . . .
Leicester's Commonwealth (1584) claimed that North converted Leicester to puritanism.
The two men were close friends from the late 1560s, and Leicester described North in a
letter to Burghley of 17 October 1578 as ‘my very friend & one I love well, howsoever
heretofore there was little friendship between us’ (TNA: PRO, SP 12/126/21). On 9 July
1574 North appointed Leicester steward of his Middlesex estates; he was with him at
Kenilworth in Warwickshire in 1577 and took the waters with him at Buxton, Derbyshire,
in 1578, and Bath, Somerset, in 1587. He joined him on his tour to Chester in 1584.
Leicester trusted him implicitly, asking North to witness his marriage to Lettice Dudley,
dowager countess of Essex at Wanstead in Essex in September 1578; North also had
custody of Leicester's illegitimate son by Douglas Sheffield, dowager Baroness Sheffield,
for a time, and was godfather to Robert Dudley, Baron Denbigh. . .
His elder son died on 5 June 1597, leaving as heir his grandson Dudley North (bap.
1582, d. 1666), whom he tried unsuccessfully to marry to a relation of Burghley's. North
died at his London house in Charterhouse Square on 3 December 1600.
In the letter Lord North recounts a tale of intrigue involving a servant of Oxford’s named
Booth, who he says had fled Oxford’s service before Easter, disguised himself, and taken
up temporary residence in an alehouse in Chesterton near Cambridge. On Easter day
another servant of Oxford’s named Thimbleby came to Booth, and they travelled together
to Cambridge, where Lord North claims that Booth met with Master Bird of Benet
College, Cambridge, and told Bird that he was in hiding because Lord Burghley sought to
have him arrested, and that he had left Oxford’s service because unnamed persons were
planning to poison him. Lord North states that on 14 April Booth fled elsewhere, assisted
by Thimbleby, who Lord North claims was acting at Oxford’s direction. Lord North had
no certain information of Booth’s present whereabouts, although he suspected he was
either at Colne Park or with a brother-in-law in Norfolk.
In the absence of further information, the background to Booth’s story remains obscure,
but the fact that Lord Burghley was apparently attempting to have Oxford’s servant
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Booth arrested while Oxford was attempting to assist Booth to escape suggests friction
between the two men at this time.
It is also worth keeping in mind, when considering the background to this tale of poison
and intrigue, that Lord North’s letter makes it clear that his intervention was entirely
unsolicited. North had married the widow of Leicester’s elder brother, Sir Henry Dudley,
and as a close ally of Oxford’s enemy, Leicester, Lord North may have been trying to
exacerbate friction between Oxford and Lord Burghley by claiming that Oxford was
trying to help Booth escape to Spain.
Lord North’s letter is also of interest for his tale-bearing hearsay report of Booth’s
alleged comments that Oxford’s young wife, Anne Cecil, Lord Burghley’s daughter, was
‘a child’, and that Oxford ‘could not like’ her, and for his malicious insinuation that the
poison mentioned by Booth had been purchased, not to poison Booth, but to poison Anne
Cecil.
Lord North’s eldest son, Sir John North (c.1550-1597), for whom see the ODNB article,
was an advocate for the Italian fence-master, Rocco Bonetti (d.1587), with Sir William
More of Loseley (1520-1600) in connection with a request that More extend a lease in the
Blackfriars which Oxford had granted to his secretary, John Lyly, and which Bonetti had
purchased from Lyly. See SHC LM/COR/3/382, 383, 386 and 387 on this website. See
also the Loseley manuscripts at:
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_ep=Rocco&_dss=range&_ro=any&_p
=1500&Refine+dates=Refine.
Shakespeare alludes to Bonetti’s skill as a fencer in Romeo and Juliet (‘the very butcher
of a silk button’). Since a topical allusion of this sort would not have been made after
Bonetti’s death, the allusion indicates that Romeo and Juliet was written prior to 1587.

My singular good Lord, I am more ready than able to do you pleasure, but when I may
hear of anything that concerneth you, my ears shall be yours. Sir, I have heard how you
do seek to have one Booth, sometime servant to my Lord of Oxford, for what purpose I
know not. What I have learned, your Lordship shall hear. This Booth did lie at an
alehouse in Chesterton by Cambridge before Easter [=22 March] and after, disguised in a
shepherd’s cloak, an old hat, and an ill pair of hose. He called himself Sturdy. This
Booth repaired to one Bird, a Master of Art in Benet College, with whom I have spoken,
and what I have learned of him followeth:
Speeches passed by Booth to Master Bird of Benet College
1. Booth, being asked why he went so disguised, and lay in such an alehouse, saith, My
Lord Treasurer doth lay wait for me in every place, and I dare not be seen.
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2. It was time for me to go from my Lord of Oxford for, saith he, there was poison
bought to poison me withal.
3. He told Bird that my Lord could not like my Lady, adding words rather of his
lewdness than dishonourable to my Lady, saying she was a child.
Bird is able to say more, but he feareth my Lord of Oxford and some displeasure to
follow.
Sir, this man went away the 14 of April from our shire, and where he is I know not, but
you may learn. My Lord of Oxford hath a man called Thimbleby, who came to
Chesterton by Cambridge on Easter day unto Booth. From thence they went to
Cambridge. If your Lordship can speak with Thimbleby, he can tell your Lordship what
is become of him, for he hath conveyed him away. When Thimbleby came to him he
said, Booth, be of good cheer; my Lord, our master, will convey thee over into Spain
presently.
My good Lord, I know not whether I trouble you, which if I do, let my love procure my
pardon. But if there be any matter in it, I will assure your Lordship, upon knowledge
from you, if ever he put foot in his old haunt I will have him. Or if you will have him, it
is certain that he is gone either to Colne Park in Essex, where he lurketh, or into Norfolk
to a brother-in-law’s house that he hath whom I know not. All the service that I can do
your Lordship in anything command me, and if there be any matter in this letter to serve
any turn, it shall be abidden by. I like not that poison that was bought. I pray God it was
not for a better creature than for himself, once he hath confessed it. Thus I commit your
Lordship to God and myself to your Lordship’s devotion, remaining ready to all the
service you can employ me, beseeching your good Lordship to let Bird be as little seen in
it as may be, but he shall not go from anything, and perhap your Lordship may learn
more than I.
I humbly commend me.
Kirtling, 30 April

Your Lordship’s most bound,
R. North

Addressed:
To the right honourable my singular good Lord, the Lord Burghley, Lord Treasurer of
England.
Endorsed:
30 April 1573
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Lord North/ Booth
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