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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the
last will and testament, dated 14 February 1598 and proved 24 April 1600, of Oxford’s
half-sister, Katherine de Vere, who died on 17 January 1600, aged about 60. She married
Edward Windsor (15322-1575), 3" Baron Windsor, sometime between 1553 and 1558.
For his will, see TNA PROB 11/57/332.

The testatrix’ husband, Edward Windsor, 3" Baron Windsor, was the nephew of Roger
Corbet, a ward of the 13" Earl of Oxford, and uncle of Sir Richard Newport, the owner of
a copy of Hall’s Chronicle containing annotations thought to have been made by
Shakespeare. The volume was Loan 61 in the British Library until 2007, was
subsequently on loan to Lancaster University Library until 2010, and is now in the hands
of a trustee, Lady Hesketh. According to the Wikipedia entry for Sir Richard Newport,
the annotated Hall’s Chronicle is now at Eton College, Windsor. See:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard Newport (died 1570)

Newport's copy of his chronicle, containing annotations sometimes attributed to William
Shakespeare, is now in the Library at Eton College, Windsor.

For the annotated Hall’s Chronicle, see also the will of Sir Richard Newport (d. 12
September 1570), TNA PROB 11/53/456; Keen, Alan and Roger Lubbock, The

Annotator, (London: Putnam, 1954); and the Annotator page on this website:
http://www.oxford-shakespeare.com/annotator.html

For the will of Roger Corbet, see TNA PROB 11/27/408.

FAMILY BACKGROUND

The testatrix was the daughter of John de Vere (1516-1562), 16™ Earl of Oxford, by his
first wife, Dorothy Neville (d. 6 January 1548?), eldest daughter of Ralph Neville (1498-
1549), 4™ Earl of Westmorland. See the 1552 will of the testatrix’s father, BL Stowe
Charter 633-4, and the 1562 will of the testatrix’ father, TNA PROB 11/46/247.

MARRIAGE AND ISSUE

The testatrix married Edward Windsor (1532?7-1575), 3rd Baron Windsor, by whom she
had four sons and two daughters, all of whom are named in the will below and in the will
of her second son, Henry Windsor, 5" Baron Windsor:

* Frederick Windsor (1559-1585), 4™ Baron Windsor, who died without issue. For his
will, see TNA PROB 11/69/1.
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Oxford may have been closer to Frederick Windsor than to other members of the
Windsor family. According to a letter dated 5 March 1579 from Gilbert Talbot (1552-
1616), later 7" Earl of Shrewsbury, to his father, George Talbot (c.1522-1590), 6" Earl of
Shrewsbury, Oxford and Frederick Windsor presented a ‘device’ before the Queen at
Shrovetide 1579. See Talbot Papers, Vol. F., f. 295.

As well, Oxford and Frederick Windsor jousted together as defenders against Oxford’s
second cousin, Philip Howard (1557-1595), 13™ Earl of Arundel, and his assistant, Sir
William Drury (1550-1590), in the tournament held at Whitehall on 22 January 1581.
See BL Lansdowne 99, ff. 259a-64b. For the speech spoken by Oxford’s page at this
tournament, in which Oxford took part as the Knight of the Tree of the Sun, see STC
19974.6.

See also a note by Oxford’s father-in-law, Lord Burghley, CP xiii, p. 199 (333):

the lustes at Westminster where the Erl of Arundel was challanger asisted with Sir
William Drury. Erl of Oxford Lord Wyndsor and 14 more defended.

See also Segar, William, The Book of Honor and Armes, (New York: Scholars’
Facsimiles & Reprints, 1975), pp. 95-6, pp. 195-6.

* Henry Windsor (1562-1605), 5™ Baron Windsor, who married Anne Rivett (d. 27
November 1615), only child of Sir Thomas Rivett (d. 16 October 1582) by his second
wife, Griselda Paget (d. 21 July 1600), the daughter of William Paget (1505/6-1563), 1%
Baron Paget. For his will, see TNA PROB 11/105/359.

* Edward Windsor, living when the testatrix will on 14 February 1598. He may have
been the Edward Windsor involved in the Babington plot of 1586, and appears to have
married Elizabeth Ardington. His son, Edward Windsor, married, about 1586, Eleanor
Wyborne (d. before 1611), the daughter of John Wyborne (¢.1523-15917?) by Jane Scott
(living 1591), the daughter of Edward Scott (c.1478-1535?) and Alice Fogge. See the
will of Alice Fogge’s mother, Eleanor (nee Browne) Fogge Kempe, TNA PROB
11/43/638; the will of John Wyborne, TNA PROB 11/78/315; the will of Sir William
Scott, TNA PROB 11/21/272; and the pedigree of Scott of Mote Iden, Sussex, in Scott,
James Renat, Memorials of the Family of Scott of Scot’s-Hall in the County of Kent,
(London: J. R. Scott, 1876), p. 173 at:

https://archive.org/stream/memorialsoffamilOOscot#page/172/mode/2up

By Eleanor Wyborne, Edward Windsor had three sons, John Windsor, Walter Windsor
and William Windsor, and two daughters, Margaret Windsor and Mary Windsor. See
Weyburn, S. Fletcher, Weyburn-Wyborn Genealogy, (New York: Frank Allaben
Genealogical Company, 1911), pp. 167-70, 175-6 at:

https://archive.org/stream/weyburnwyborngen00weyb#page/174/mode/2up
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See also the entry for Elizabeth Shirley at:
http://www .tudorwomen.com/?page_id=707

Elizabeth Shirley (c.1555-1624+) was the daughter of Francis Shirley of West Grinstead,
Sussex (c.1524-March 20, 1577/8) and Barbara Blount (c.1538-February 28, 1563/4).
They were a recusant family. Elizabeth’s first husband, to whom she was married by
1582, was William Wyborne (Wyborn/Wybarn) of Hawkswell, Sussex (c.1540-c.1612).
They do not appear to have had any children but took in the orphaned sons and
daughters of his sister Ellen or Eleanor—John, Walter, William Margaret, and Mary
Windsor.

* Andrew Windsor, living 14 February 1598.

* Margaret Windsor, living 14 February 1598. After her mother’s death, she appears to
have married her mother’s executor, John Talbot (1545-1611) of Grafton, for whom see
below.

* Katherine Windsor, who in 1597 married Robert Audley (d.1624) of Berechurch,
Essex, eldest son and heir of Thomas Audley (d.1572) and Katherine Southwell, daughter
of Sir Richard Southwell (1502/3-1564) of Woodrising, Norfolk. Thomas Audley
(d.1572) was the eldest son and heir of Thomas Audley (d.1577/8), a brother of Sir
Thomas Audley (1487/8-1544), Lord Chancellor of England. See the Lord Chancellor’s
will, TNA PROB 11/31/64, the will of Sir Richard Southwell (1502/3-1564), TNA PROB
11/47/231, and the will of John Audley (d.1588), TNA PROB 11/72/683. Katherine
Windsor Audley died in 1641 at the age of 74. See the pedigree of Audley of Berechurch
in The History of Audley End, (London: Samuel Bentley, 1836), p. 24 at:

https://archive.org/stream/historyofaudleyeOObray#page/24

For a 1568 portrait in the Bute Collection at Mount Stuart said to be of the testatrix, her
husband, and four of their children, see the Wikipedia article at:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward Windsor, 3rd Baron Windsor

The testatrix was living at Hewell, Worcestershire, when she made her will, and was
buried at Tardebigge in that county. The terms of the will suggest that she was in
somewhat straightened circumstances during the last years of her life. It also seems she
did not enjoy close relations with either Oxford or his sister Mary, as neither of them is
mentioned in the will.

By the time of the testatrix’ death, her son, Frederick Windsor (1559-1585), 4™ Baron
Windsor, had been succeeded by his brother, Henry Windsor (1562-1605), 5™ Baron
Windsor. A Frederick Windsor is left a bequest of £20 in the will, but this cannot have
been the testatrix’ son; he may have been a grandson.
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The testatrix leaves bequests to two ‘daughters’, Anne and Elizabeth, who were likely her
daughters-in-law, Anne (Rivett) Windsor and Elizabeth (Ardington) Windsor, wives of
her sons Henry and Edward, respectively.

OTHER PERSONS MENTIONED IN THE WILL

The testatrix appoints as executor ‘my especial good friend Mr John Talbot of Grafton,
esquire’. ‘John Talbot, esquire’, had also been appointed executor of his will by the
testatrix’ husband.

The testator’s executor, John Talbot (1545-1611) of Grafton, was the only son of Sir John
Talbot (d.1555) of Grafton by Frances Gifford, the daughter of Sir John Gifford of
Chillington, Staffordshire, and the grandson of Sir John Talbot (d. 10 September 1549)
by his first wife, Margaret Troutbeck. For Sir John Talbot (d. 10 September 1549) of
Grafton, see his will, TNA PROB 11/32/544, and Richardson, Douglas, Plantagenet
Ancestry, 2™ ed., 2011, Vol. III, pp. 330-1 at:

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=kjme027UeagC&pg=RA2-PA331

After the death of his father in 1555, John Talbot became the ward of Sir William Petre
(1505/6-1572), for whom see the ODNB entry. For John Talbot’s wardship, see
Emmison, F.G., Tudor Secretary; Sir William Petre at Court and Home, (London:
Longmans, 1961), pp. 302-5.

John Talbot married Sir William Petre’s daughter, Katherine Petre, for whom see the will
of her mother, Anne (nee Browne) Tyrrell Petre, TNA PROB 11/64/153. See also the
History of Parliament entry for John Talbot:

http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/talbot-john-1545-
611

Talbot was brought up by, and married into the Catholic family of Sir William Petre,
though Petre himself conformed, which Talbot never did. . . .

In the aftermath of the Gunpowder Plot Talbot was examined and his papers searched.
Several relatives were implicated including his son-in-law, Robert Winter, but no proof of
Talbot’s own participation was found. He was one of the few members of his family to
remain on good terms with his cousin Gilbert Talbot, 7th Earl of Shrewsbury, who
frequently helped him with his estates and visited him at Grafton. Talbot died 28 Jan.
1611 and was buried at Albrighton. His eldest son, George, succeeded to the earldom of
Shrewsbury in 1618.

LM: T{estamentum} Domine Katherine Windsor vid{ue}
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In the name of God, Amen. The fourteenth day of February in the year of our Lord God
one thousand five hundred fourscore and eighteen, I, Katherine, Lady Windsor, of
Hewell, late wife of Edward, Lord Windsor, deceased, being weak in body but of good
and perfect memory, thanks be given to God therefore, do constitute, ordain and make
this my last will and testament in manner and form following, viz.,

First I do bequeath and yield up most willingly my soul into the hands of Almighty God,
my only Creator, hoping assuredly by the precious death and bloodshedding of my
Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, that he will vouchsafe to place me in the company
of the heavenly company [+of] angels and blessed saints, there to remain forever;

And for my body, I commend it to the earth from whence it was taken, and to be interred
in such manner and form as to my executors shall seem most convenient, so as the whole
charge of my funerals exceed not one hundred pounds;

Item, I give and bequeath unto my son Edward fifty pounds, wishing him to content
himself herewith for that no man knoweth my ability better or the cause that brought me
so much indebted as himself doth;

Item, I give and bequeath unto my son Andrew, rather to show my remembrance of him
than for the value of the gift, my ring with a turquoise stone set in the same;

Item, as nature doth bind all creatures to favour with greater affection their like, as we
daily see experience, especially when desert hath been showed even from the cradle,
myself, not being in motherly affection unto any, would willingly manifest the same in
this my last and greatest care I endure for the good of my daughter Margaret, and
although I doubt not but the Almighty will be a father to her to protect her from the force
of the wicked, yet would I, according to my power, show my love in exhorting her to
continue in the fear of God and obedience to his laws, which will be unto her the greatest
treasure that is upon earth, and out of that small substance God hath lent me, I bequeath
and give unto her two hundred pounds, requesting my son Henry, according to the intent
of my lord his father, and the trust of my son Frederick, his brother, on him reposed in the
behalf of his two sisters, that he will be mindful thereof;

Item, forasmuch as my daughter Katherine, as I hope, is joined in marriage with a man
that will show himself a loving husband unto her, my care is the less, yet upon condition
that my son Audley shall perform as much towards her as he promised unto me in the
presence of my servant Barnsley and Henry Cooles, I give unto him my grey double
gelding, and I give unto my said daughter Katherine, hoping that she will prove an
obedient wife, a basin & ewer of silver of the price of thirteen pounds six shillings and
eight pence;

Item, I give and bequeath unto my daughter [=daughter-in-law?] Elizabeth Windsor my
wrought velvet gown;
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Item, I give and bequeath unto my daughter [=daughter-in-law?] Anne Windsor a kirtle
of black velvet embroidered;

Item, I give and bequeath unto Frederick Windsor towards maintaining him in learning,
which I would have done myself if God should spare me life, twenty pounds;

Item, whereas Barnsley, my servant, standeth bounden for me in many great sums of debt
to the value of four hundred pounds for the payment of two hundred and twenty pounds,
some jointly with me and some by himself with others with him, which I do knowledge
to be to my use, to be paid at several times within one year now next following, besides I
owe unto him the sum of two hundred and twenty pounds which is due in May next
following, and one hundred threescore and three pounds due unto him by account, as by
his book of receipts and disbursements may appear, my will is that with all expedition
after my death, as well all my goods and chattels as also all debts that shall be owing unto
me, shall be employed first of all only to discharge him, and for the good service he hath
done me I give and bequeath unto him thirty pounds, and if any suit should be
commenced against him for any sum of money that he standeth indebted for me, or that
he lay out or expend any money for the continuing of any debts until money may be
made for the payment of the same as aforesaid, then my will is that all such charges as he
shall be at and for all such money as he shall disburse, expend or lay out for the causes
aforesaid shall be allowed him again;

Item, I give and bequeath unto Edward Browne, my servant, five pounds;

Item, I give and bequeath unto Thomas Harwarde six pounds thirteen shillings and four
pence;

Item, I give and bequeath unto Humphrey Mascoll, my servant, ten pounds;
Item, I give and bequeath unto Michael Pigott, my servant, four pounds;
Item, I give and bequeath unto Netherton, my servant, four pounds;

Item, I give and bequeath unto John Barber, my servant, forty shillings;
Item, I give and bequeath unto Richard Barber, my servant, forty shillings;

Item, I give and bequeath unto every other manservant that shall be in my house at the
time of my death twenty shillings;

Item, I give and bequeath unto every waiting gentlewoman that shall be attending on me
in my house at the time of my death five pounds;

Item, I give and bequeath unto Mary Lane forty shillings;

Item, I give and bequeath unto mother Poole forty shillings;
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Item, I give and bequeath unto every other woman servant that shall be in my house at the
time of my death twenty shillings;

And if any of my servants before-named, either man or woman, shall depart from my
service and not be in house with me at the time of my death, then my will is that all such
sums of money before mentioned and bequeathed unto any of them so departed to be
detained, and the same to be employed as hereafter in my will is further declared;

Item, I give and bequeath unto the poor, to be distributed to such persons and at such
times as my executors shall think best, twenty pounds;

Item, for the trust I repose in my especial good friend Mr John Talbot of Grafton, esquire,
and my servant Barnsley, hoping that in equity and conscience the[y] will perform the
trust hereby reposed in them, I do ordain and make them my executors, and unto Mr
Talbot, for his pains herein, I give my young gelding called Painter, and unto Barnsley I
give for his pains five pounds;

Provided, and my will further is, that my said servant Barnsley, during the life of the said
John Talbot (if the said John Talbot shall take upon him to be an executor), shall not any
way dispose of any of my goods or chattels which I shall leave at my decease without the
consent of the said Mr Talbot, or jointly with him, nor shall but jointly or with the
consent of him make any release or acquittance as executor unto me of or for anything
whatsoever, nor shall do, execute or perform any act or thing touching or concerning this
my last will or anything herein contained without the like consent of the said Master
Talbot, except in satisfying of himself such debts as are by myself due unto him and
discharging and satisfying such others as he standeth bound unto for me or in my behalf,
and except likewise in receiving such sums of money as be or shall be due unto me in my
lifetime or to my said executors after my decease, of all which receipts and of all and
everything else whatsoever that my said servant Barnsley shall do, I will that he shall
every half year after my decease until my will be performed, make and deliver up unto
the said Master Talbot a true and perfect account, together with all such money as shall
thereupon appear to be remaining in his hands;

Item, upon the great good hope and motherly affiance that I have and trust will be
performed by my eldest son Henry, Lord Windsor, as well in showing of kindness
towards his brothers and sisters as also in his assistance towards my executors, I ordain
and make him my overseer of this my present will, and in consideration for his pains to
be taken I give unto him my sorrel horse, or else if I shall not have the said horse at the
time of my death, then I give unto him a basin and ewer of silver of the price of twenty
pounds, requesting him to accept hereof, and I do likewise require him, as he doth trust to
possess the favour of God, that he by no manner of means do molest or trouble my said
executors, but rather by his advice and counsel to protect & maintain them in all such
actions as shall tend to the accomplishing of my said will;
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Furthermore my will is that after my funerals performed and my debts and legacies
discharged, my executors allowed their reasonable expenses and everything
accomplished according to my will, that then my daughter Margaret to have and enjoy
whatsoever doth then remain in my executors’ hands unemployed, and also that she shall
have and enjoy all my brass, pewter, bedding, plate, linen, napery and all other household
stuff as part of payment of the foresaid legacy to her before bequeathed at the same rate
and value as it shall be praised and assessed in the inventory thereof to be taken;

Lastly, I utterly revoke and adnul all and every other former testaments, wills, legacies,
bequests, executors and overseers by me in any wise before this time named, willed and
bequeathed;

And if it shall happen at any time hereafter any ambiguity, doubt or question to grow or
arise by reason of the imperfection or defect of or in any words, clauses or sentences in
this my present last will and testament or my true intent and meaning therein, that then
for the further and better explanation, interpretation and confirmation of the said doubt
and ambiguity, I will that my said executors shall expound, explain and interpret the same
according to their wisdoms and good discretions;

In witness whereof unto this my present last will and testament I have put my hand and
seal the day and year first above-written. Katherine Windsor. Signed, sealed and
published in the presence of Robert Caldwall, Robert Leeke, Giles Arkenstall.

Probatum fuit testamentum suprascriptum apud London Coram venerabili viro
m{agist}ro Iohanne Gibson legum doctore Curie Prerogative Cant{uariensis} magistro
Custode siue Com{m}issario l1{egi}time constituto Vicesimo quarto die mensis Aprilis
Anno domini Mill{es}imo Sexcentesimo Iuramento Iohannis Price notarij publici
procur{ator}is Iohannis Talbott et Nicholai Barnsley executor{um} in h{uius}mo{d}i
testament nominator{um} Quibus com{m}issa fuit administrac{ijo &c De bene et
fidel{iter} administrand{o} &c Ad sancta dei evangelia Iurat{o} Ex{aminatus}

[=The above-written will was proved at London before the worshipful Master John
Gibson, Doctor of the Laws, Master Keeper or Commissary of the Prerogative Court of
Canterbury lawfully constituted on the twenty-fourth day of the month of April in the
year of the one thousand six hundred by the oath of John Price, notary public, proxy of
John Talbot and Nicholas Barnsley, executors named in the same testament, to whom
administration was granted etc., sworn on the sacred gospels to well and faithfully
administer etc. Examined.]
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