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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the 
last will and testament, dated 1 March 1598 and proved 13 November 1598, of Oxford’s 
father-in-law, William Cecil (d. 4 August 1598), Lord Burghley. 
 
 
FAMILY BACKGROUND 
 
Testator’s grandparents 
 
The testator was the grandson of David Cecil, esquire, of Stamford.  The identity of the 
testator’s grandmother is unclear.  See ‘David Cecil's Will and David Cecil's Wife: Two 
Notes’ at: 
 
http://stamfordlocalhistorysociety.org.uk/david-cecils-will-and-david-cecils-wife-two-
notes 
 
Lord Burghley recorded David Cecil’s first wife (his grandmother) as Alice daughter of 
John Dyccons of Stamford, and this has been repeated in every pedigree so far. That she 
was the daughter of Dyccons seems certain although there is no direct evidence. Dyccons 
asked Cecil to use the proceeds from the Tabard for masses for his soul,  and the town 
council gave to Cecil the waits’ badges which Dyccons as councillor held. 
 
But the gild book of St Katherine’s gild (which is strictly contemporary) records that in 
November 1497,  David Cecil and his wife Agnes were admitted to gild (Gonville and 
Caius MSS 266/670 fol 39d;  see Alan Rogers 2011 Act Book of St Katherine’s Gild 
1480-1534 Bury St Edmunds:  abramis publishers).  There is no other known mention of 
her name; she entered the household of Lady Margaret Beaufort, mother of Henry VII 
and died in that household in 1507 (St John’s College, Cambridge, SJCC D91.19 fols 30, 
34) – well before William Cecil was born. We can only assume that Lord Burghley was 
misinformed. 
 
The St Katherine’s gild book establishes that David Cecil married firstly a wife named 
Agnes, who served in the household of Lady Margaret Beaufort, and is said to have died 
in 1507. 
 
The draft and final versions of David Cecil’s will establish that he married secondly a 
wife named Jane or Joan [Roos?].  The provisions by which he bequeaths her the plate 
and household stuff which was hers before their marriage suggest that she was a widow 
when he married her, perhaps the widow of the Stamford glover and alderman, John 
Dyccons whose will David Cecil was charged with administering. 
 
For the draft and final versions of David Cecil’s will, in which he mentions his wife, Jane 
or Joan, his two sons, Richard Cecil and David Cecil, and his daughter, Joan Cecil, see 
TNA PROB 11/29/71, and ‘Sir David Cecil’s Will’, supra.  
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In the two versions of his will, David Cecil leaves bequests to his unmarried daughter, 
Joan Cecil, and states that his current wife is her ‘natural mother’.  He does not make the 
same statement with respect to either of his sons, Richard Cecil and David Cecil, and it 
seems likely they were his sons by his first wife, Agnes, and that therefore the testator’s 
grandmother was David Cecil’s first wife, Agnes. 
 
Joan Cecil married Edmund Browne of Stamford.  See the Browne pedigree in Corner, 
George R., ‘Robert Browne’, in Tymms, Samuel, ed., The East Anglian, Vol. I, 
(Lowestoft: Samuel Tymms, 1864), pp. 180-2 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=GexAAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA182 
 
Through his aunt, Joan Cecil Browne, Lord Burghley was distantly related to the 
playwright, John Lyly.  From the ODNB: 
 
Lyly, John (1554–1606), writer and playwright, was the eldest of eight children of Peter 
Lyly (d. 1569) and his wife, Jane Burgh (or Brough), of Burgh Hall in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire. . . . 
 
Lyly's family on his mother's side belonged to a tightly-knit group of landowners in the 
area around Richmond, Yorkshire—Hauxwell, Middleton Tyas, East Harsley, Gilling 
West, Caterick. The intermarriages between members of these families is very complex, 
but it is known that in the mid-sixteenth century Sir Ralph Rokeby had married a 
daughter of the Burgh family and also that Lyly's mother, Jane Burgh, possessed lands 
that had earlier belonged to the family of Rokeby. The connections forged by this 
marriage were reinforced when, on 22 November 1583, John Lyly married the heiress 
Beatrice (Betteris) Browne (whose mother was a Rokeby). For the career of John Lyly 
perhaps the most important point about these family ties was that they intersected at 
various points with the family of William Cecil, Lord Burghley, whose aunt, Joan Cecil, 
had married a member of the Browne family. . . . 
 
See also Wilson, John Dover, ‘John Lyly’s Relations By Marriage’, The Modern 
Language Review, Vol. 5, No. 4 (October, 1910), pp. 495-497, available online. 
 
 
Testator’s parents 
 
The testator was the son of Richard Cecil and Jane Heckington (d. 10 March 1588).  For 
the will of the testator’s mother, see TNA PROB 11/72/303.  See also the entry in ‘A 
Who’s Who of Tudor Women’ at: 
 
http://www.tudorwomen.com/?page_id=685 
 
Jane Heckington (1501- March 10, 1588) was the daughter of William Heckington of 
Bourne, Lincolnshire and Alice or Anne Walcot. Around 1518, she married Richard Cecil 
of Burleigh, Northamptonshire (d. May 19, 1552) and was the mother of William 
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(September 13, 1520-1598), Anne, Margaret, and Elizabeth. Jane took no part in court 
life, although her husband was a yeoman of the wardrobe from 1530. As a widow, Jane 
was noted for her piety and her good works at Stamford. Late in life she became difficult 
and demanding, partially because she suffered from poor eyesight. She was said to be 
careless about her appearance. She gave her son-in-law, Robert Wingfield of Upton, 
Northamptonshire (husband of her daughter Elizabeth), £120 to buy an estate for his 
younger son, John (c.1560-1626), but at the time of Wingfield’s death on March 31, 
1580, he had not yet done so. He left instructions to return the money to her to use for 
John as she saw fit. It was probably used to purchase his marriage to Elizabeth Gresham, 
who brought the manor of Tickencote, Rutland, to the marriage. Portraits: artist 
unknown; effigy on monument in St. Martin’s Church, Stamford. 
 
 
Testator’s siblings 
 
The testator had three sisters: 
 
-Margaret Cecil, who is bequeathed 200 ounces of plate in the will below.  She married 
firstly Roger Cave (d. 26 July 1586), for whose will see TNA PROB 11/69/479, and 
secondly her late husband’s first cousin, Erasmus Smith.  See the will of Dorothy (nee 
Cave) Smith Poole of Withcote, Leicestershire, TNA PROB 11/81/254, and the will of 
her second husband, Henry Poole of Withcote, esquire, dated 18 April 1558 and proved 
17 February 1559, TNA PROB 11/42A/379. 
 
-Elizabeth Cecil (buried 6 December 1611), who is bequeathed 200 ounces of plate in 
the will below.  She married firstly, Sir Robert Wingfield (d.1580) of Upton, 
Northamptonshire, and secondly, in 1580, Hugh Alington (c.1537-1618?), esquire, the 
son of George Alington (c.1503-1558) of Rushford, Norfolk, by Anne Cheke (d. 25 
November 1557), the daughter of Peter Cheke (d.1530), and sister of both Sir John Cheke 
(1514-1557) and the testator’s first wife, Mary Cheke (see below).  For Hugh Alington, 
see: 
 
http://landedfamilies.blogspot.com/2013/11/88-alington-of-swinhope-house.html   
 
For Hugh Alington’s career in the testator’s service, see Barnett, Richard C., Place, 
Profit, and Power: A Study of the Servants of William Cecil, Elizabethan Statesman, 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1969), pp. 28-32. 
 
-Anne Cecil, who is bequeathed 300 ounces of plate in the will below.  She married 
Thomas White (d.1580) of Tuxford, said to have exposed the 1556 plot of Henry Sutton 
alias Dudley against the Crown.  See: 
   
'Venice: March 1556, 16-31', Calendar of State Papers Relating to English Affairs in the 
Archives of Venice, Volume 6: 1555-1558 (1877), pp. 377-395. URL: http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=100569. 
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MARRIAGES AND CHILDREN 
 
 
Testator’s first marriage 
 
The testator married firstly Mary Cheke (c.1520-1544), the daughter of Peter Cheke 
(d.1530).  See Strype, John, The Life of Sir John Cheke, Kt., (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1821), pp. 2-3. 
 
Peter, the second son, married Agnes, daughter of Dufford . . . By whom Peter had Anne, 
married to George Allington; Alice, to Dr. Blithe . . Elizabeth, to Spering; Mary, matched 
with Sir William Cecil  . . . and Magdalen, first married to Eresby, then to John Purefoy 
of Leicestershire.  And besides these daughters, he had, by the same Agnes, John his son 
and heir. 
 
For the testator’s brother-in-law, Sir John Cheke, see the ODNB: 
 
Cheke, Sir John (1514–1557), humanist, royal tutor, and administrator, was born on 16 
June 1514 . . . the son of Peter Cheke (d. 1530), administrator, of Cambridge, and his 
wife, Agnes (d. 1549), vintner, daughter of William Duffield of Cambridge. Peter Cheke 
moved to Cambridge from Mottiston on the Isle of Wight by 1504 and was employed by 
Cambridge University, possibly through the influence of the high steward, Sir Richard 
Empson, as an esquire bedell in divinity by 1509. . . . His close association with William 
Pykerell, another esquire bedell . . . helped his career and he married his colleague's 
widow in 1513. 
 
John Cheke had a half-brother, John Pykerell (1498/9–1539), and five sisters, including 
Mary (d. 1544) and Anne (b. 1530?). 
 
By his first wife, Mary Cheke, the testator had a son: 
 
* Thomas Cecil (1542-1623), 1st Earl of Exeter), for whom see the ODNB entry. 
 
Thomas Cecil’s daughter, Dorothy Cecil (d. 10 November 1613), married Sir Giles 
Alington (buried 23 December 1638), great-grandson and heir of Sir Giles Alington (d. 
20 August 1586), for whose will see TNA PROB 11/69/523. 
 
As noted above, there were earlier connections between the two families.  George 
Alington (d. 25 September 1558), the brother of Sir Giles Alington (d. 20 August 1586), 
married Anne Cheke (d. 25 November 1557), the daughter of Peter Cheke (d.1530), by 
whom he was the father of Hugh Alington (d.1618?), who married, as her second 
husband, the testator’s sister, Elizabeth Cecil (buried 6 December 1611).  See the 
pedigree of Alington in Crisp, Frederick Arthur, ed., Visitation of England and Wales, 
Vol. 7, (1907), pp. 14-17, 25 at: 
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https://archive.org/stream/visitationofengl28howa#page/24/mode/2up  
 
 
Testator’s second marriage 
 
The testator married secondly, Mildred Cooke (1526–1589), eldest daughter of Sir 
Anthony Cooke (1505/6–1576) by Anne Fitzwilliam (d.1553), daughter of Sir William 
Fitzwilliam (d. 9 August 1534).  See Richardson, Douglas, Plantagenet Ancestry, 2nd ed., 
2011, Vol. I, p. 236, Vol. II, pp. 109-10. 
 
For Mildred Cooke’s siblings, see the will of her father, Sir Anthony Cooke, TNA PROB 
11/59/110; the Cooke pedigree in Laoutaris, Chris, Shakespeare and the Countess, 
(London: Fig Tree, 2014); and the Cooke pedigree in Transactions of the London and 
Middlesex Archaeological Society, Vol. III, (London: J.B. Nichols, 1870), p. 306 at: 
 
http://www.lamas.org.uk/archives/transactions/transactions-vol03fs.html 
 
By Mildred Cooke, the testator had three sons and two daughters: 
 
* William Cecil, who died young. 
 
* William Cecil, who died young. 
 
* Robert Cecil (1563-1612), 1st Earl of Salisbury, for whom see the ODNB entry. 
 
* Anne Cecil (1556-1588), who married Edward De Vere (1550-1604), 17th Earl of 
Oxford. 
 
* Elizabeth Cecil (1564-1683) who married William Wentworth (1555/6-1582), but died 
without issue. 
 
In the final version of his will below, the testator makes generous bequests to his three 
granddaughters, Elizabeth Vere, Bridget Vere and Susan Vere, Oxford’s children by the 
testator’s daughter, Anne Cecil.  The testator’s bequests include marriage portions for 
Bridget and Susan, who were still unmarried at the time he made his will.  The will also 
makes reference to lands which the testator had purchased to provide maintenance for 
Oxford’s three daughters (see also TNA SP 12/266/99, f. 137; CP 
25/2/135/1725/34ELIZIEASTER; and TNA C 66/1392, mm. 30-31). 
 
 
OTHER PERSONS MENTIONED IN THE WILL 
 
For Henry Maynard (b. after 1547, d. 11 May 1610), one of the testator’s principal 
secretaries, see the ODNB entry; his will, TNA PROB 11/118/123; the will of his father, 
John Maynard, TNA PROB 11/39/39; and Barnett, supra, pp. 94-103.  See also TNA SP 
14/45/146, f. 205 concerning Maynard’s proposed purchase of Castle Hedingham. 
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For the testator’s steward, Thomas Bellot, see Barnett, supra, pp. 32-40. 
 
 
 
LM: T{estamentum} D{omi}ni Will{el}imi [sic] Cecill d{omi}ni de Burleighe 
 
The testament of me, William Cecil, Knight of the Order of the Garter, Lord Burghley 
etc., begun in Anno Millesimo Quingentesimo Septuagesimo Nono, & revisited many 
times after, and now perfected for this time the 25th of Iulij 1583.  And newly revisited 
26 Iulij 1586.  And now reviewed 28 October 1588, the thirtieth year of Queen Elizabeth.  
And now reformed 20 ffebruarij 1589, 32 Elizabeth.  And now reviewed the first of 
November 1591 and  the 32nd year of Queen Elizabeth.  And now reviewed the 20th of 
November 1593, the 36 year of the said Queen’s reign.  And now reviewed and altered 
mens{e} Augusti 1595, Anno Regine 37.  And now reviewed Primo Martij Millesimo 
Quingentesimo Nonagesimo Septimo A{nn}o Quadragesimo Regine Elizabethe. 
 
Considering I have been by the goodness of Almighty God created and made a 
reasonable creature of body and soul, and thereby ordained to serve him as my creator 
and maker, and born also of Christian parents and christened in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost in the month of September the year of Our Lord one 
thousand five hundred twenty in the church of Bourne in the county of Lincoln, and 
consequently by order of my good parents brought up and instructed in my young years 
after that I did come to the years of discretion to have knowledge of the gospel of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ (the knowledge whereof begun about that time to be more clearly 
revealed here in England than it had been many years before), being thereby taught that 
there was no other means of salvation of my soul but by the passion, death and 
resurrection of Christ Jesus, the son of God, in whom, as I ought, so I do put my whole 
confidence and trust, and do desire the assistance of his holy spirit to have grace during 
this frail life to continue in that mind and to have a desire to obey his will and 
commandments in living religiously and virtuously as far-forth as the infirmity of my 
flesh will suffer; 
 
Whereunto adding the consideration of the certainty of the worldly death of my body, 
which is inevitable though I am uncertain of the manner, hour and place, and yet being by 
increase of years and of other infirmities of my body (grown for a great part by continual 
public services) thereby necessarily induced to look shortly by order of nature for my 
worldly end; 
 
And knowing also that whatsoever worldly and earthly gifts it hath pleased Almighty 
God to have given (or rather lent) unto me, I must by death leave them all to the world, 
and whatsoever godly and spiritual graces hath been by God’s favour bestowed upon me 
I hope certainly by his goodness and merits (though my body shall be committed to earth) 
to enjoy the fruits thereof in heaven by the mere goodness of Almighty God after this 
mortal life if I shall use and dispose them in this life to God’s glory, acknowledging them 
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to have proceeded only of his mere goodness, and that more plentifully bestowed upon 
me than upon many others; 
 
Upon all these and many other like considerations, being at this time occupied with the 
cogitation of my mortality, and yet of whole mind and memory, for the which I humbly 
thank Almighty God, I do determine, and many times heretofore I have done, to declare 
my last will and testament in writing concerning the disposition of my lands and goods 
which are worldly, what my mind is therein, and to whom I will and desire that the same 
may remain after my decease in such sort as by the laws of the realm I may do and as I 
hope shall not offend God, the giver of them all to me, considering as it is in the psalm, 
Coelum c[o]eli Domino, Terram dedit filijs hominum, and therefore this present first of 
March one thousand five hundred ninety-seven [=1 March 1598], and in the year of 
Queen Elizabeth, my dear Sovereign Lady, the fortieth, I do revoke all my former wills in 
writing, which have been many, and have been altered as occasions have moved me from 
the year one thousand five hundred seventy-nine, or from any time before, and do mean 
that none shall from this day forward be of any force but this now written, and that which 
shall from time to time hereafter be added hereunto; 
 
In the name therefore of Almighty God, I, William Cecil, Knight of the Order of the 
Garter, Baron of Burghley and Treasurer of England, do most humbly commend my soul, 
both now presently (and so I pray God that I may do the same when God shall separate it 
from my body) into the hands and protection of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the only 
mediator betwixt God and man, to be presented and placed in heaven by the same Christ, 
my only Saviour and Redeemer, there to have the fruition of the joy therefore prepared 
until the last day that my body shall be raised from the earth to be joined with my soul, 
and from thenceforth to enjoy such immortal blessedness as no earthly being or heart can 
express or contain; 
 
And my body I leave to the world to be buried in comely sort in respect of the firm hope I 
have of the resurrection thereof at the last day.  And for that I trust God hath of his mercy 
permitted it to be here in earth a living temple for the service of him, I do ask mercy of 
God for that I have not had due regard in the keeping of it as a clean vessel for the Holy 
Ghost, which mercy I firmly hope God will for his Son’s sake, Jesus Christ, grant to me 
as he hath promised.  And for the burial of my body, because before the time of the 
writing hereof I have already caused a place in St. Martin’s church in Stamford Baron in 
the county of Northampton, wherein my house of Burghley is situated, to be made fit for 
a burial-place for the bodies of my grandfather, father and mother, and myself and others 
that may succeed me, I do desire my executors, or such as I shall in this my will name to 
take the charge of my burial, to cause my body to be buried there; otherwise I will it to be 
buried by their discretion, with the licence of the dean and chapter, in the Collegiate 
Church of Westminster near where the bodies of my wife and my daughter of Oxford are 
buried.  And I will, if my body shall be carried to be buried at Stamford Baron, that it be 
carried without any pomp to my house of Burghley in some couch covered with black, 
accompanied only with twelve persons and no more, whereof four to be gentlemen and 
the rest yeomen and grooms for avoiding of an unnecessary charge in a long carriage of a 
dead carcass, and that there be given forty shillings to every parish church for the poor 
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where my corpse shall remain every night until it shall be brought to my house of 
Burghley, from whence it shall be decently carried to Saint Martin’s church in Stamford.  
And yet in hope of assured resurrection, I will that such as I shall hereafter name shall 
bury it with convenient comeliness according to the degree of a Baron and a Lord of 
Parliament, and that the costs all manner of ways exceed not one thousand pounds, 
whereof one hundred pounds to be disposed at the time of the funeral to charitable uses, 
which thousand pounds shall be delivered by Thomas Bellot to such persons as my sons 
shall name and authorize, therewith to defray the charges.  I desire to be buried by the 
direction of my two sons; 
 
Item, for discharging of my debts that may be demanded of my executors, I do will and 
devise that [sic] to my executors my manor of Newton Kyme in the county of York, to be 
sold by them if otherwise the value of my goods will not suffice to the payment of my 
debts.  And if the money thereof growing shall not satisfy the same, then to supply the 
want thereof, I will my said executors shall have and take the yearly profits of all my 
manors, lands, tenements & hereditaments in the parts of Lindsey and Holland in the 
county of Lincoln not being otherwise granted away from my heirs, to have and retain the 
same until by the yearly profits thereof my said debts shall be fully therewith satisfied, 
saving I will not that my executors shall by virtue of this devise make sale of any my 
great woods being above one and twenty years’ growth within the said parts of Lindsey 
or Holland, for that I will the same great woods shall remain to my heirs.  And yet I will 
that my said executors shall not by authority hereof receive from time to time any more 
than they shall by good proof show that the same is by them paid for any my debts; 
 
Now for the disposition of all my leases, I do will and give unto my son Sir Robert Cecil 
all and every my leases and estate for years which I have, hold or ought to enjoy in the 
counties of Hertford, and Enfield in the county of Middlesex, or either of them, for and 
during all the years or interests therein mentioned or comprised if he do so long live, and 
also all the use of all other leases which any person or persons hath in trust or by mine 
appointment or nomination in the said counties of Hertford, or Enfield in Middlesex.  
And if there shall be any number of years remaining unexpired at the death of my said 
son, then I will the same shall remain to such persons as shall be owner by way of 
inheritance of my house of Theobalds in the county of Hertford during the terms in the 
said several leases thereof comprised; 
 
And for my leases in the counties of Northampton, Lincoln and Rutland which shall 
remain in my possession (except such as shall be hereafter otherwise devised), I will the 
same shall remain to my son Thomas Cecil or to such of my heirs as shall be seised of 
any estate of inheritance or freehold of my house of Burghley in the county of 
Northampton during all the term of years therein comprised; 
 
And I give to my sister Olive White all the interest that I have in lease and term of years 
of and in all that farm, lands, tenements and hereditaments in Woodhead and in the 
manor of Casterton and in the pastures of Pickworth in the county of Rutland for and 
during all the years yet to come in the same if she so long do live, and after her death I 
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will that such of her children shall have the same as she shall nominate and appoint by 
her last will or otherwise; 
 
And for my moveable goods, I will that all my plate usually used in the court, and all 
other my goods and chamber stuff usually there occupied at the court shall remain and be 
to my said son Sir Robert Cecil, to whom I give the same, and appoint him to be my 
executor for that legacy; 
 
And so I give to my said son Sir Robert Cecil and to the Lady Bridget & Lady Susan 
Vere, the daughters of my deceased daughter the Lady Anne, Countess of Oxford, all my 
goods, money, plate and stuff that are or shall be remaining at my death within my 
bedchamber at Westminster and in my two closets and any chambers thereto adjoining 
and extending to the lodging of the said Robert Cecil at my dwelling-house called Cecil 
or Burghley House in Westminster, all which stuff, plate and money I will shall be 
divided by my servant Thomas Bellot and the Dean of Westminster equally into three 
parts betwixt my said son Robert Cecil and the said two Ladies, and that the same be 
delivered for the said two young Ladies by the order of my daughter, Countess of Derby, 
the Lady Denny, & my sister White, and my steward Thomas Bellot, or by any two of 
them, saving I will that the value of one thousand pounds shall be delivered to the 
Countess of Derby, and one other thousand pounds of the said plate and money shall be 
severed and delivered to my sons Sir Thomas and Sir Robert Cecil for the charges of my 
burial.  But yet I do except out of this grant all the gold plate which shall be found in my 
said studies, which hereafter here in this will I will limit and dispose.  And I will that no 
part of the said plate and money shall be moved, seized or valued but by my servant 
Thomas Bellot, to whom I commit the trust to deliver the same as here is limited.  And 
touching my plate in my plate-house or in any other part of my said house called 
Burghley House saving my said bedchamber and the two closets thereto adjoining, I will 
the moiety of the same plate shall remain to my son Sir Thomas as a legacy to him with 
my house, with condition there shall be first taken out of all the whole quantity of my 
said plate-house the parcels hereafter named, and then my son Thomas Cecil to have the 
moiety of all the rest of that moiety, all which parcels my meaning is to be delivered to 
the same persons before my body shall be buried: 
 
To my sister-in-law the Lady Russell in gilt plate the value of five hundred ounces; 
 
To my sister Anne White, three hundred ounces; 
 
To my sister Elizabeth Alington, two hundred ounces; 
 
To my sister Margaret Smith, two hundred ounces; 
 
To my nephew Robert Wingfield, three hundred ounces; 
 
To my daughter-in-law the Lady Cecil, Sir Thomas Cecil’s wife, three hundred ounces; 
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To William Cecil, eldest son of my son Sir Thomas Cecil, and to his wife, three hundred 
ounces; 
 
To the Lord Ross, two hundred ounces; 
 
To Lucy, the Lady St. John, two hundred ounces; 
 
To William Paulet, the Lady St. John’s son, two hundred ounces; 
 
To Thomas Paulet, his brother, one hundred ounces; 
 
To the Lady Denny, two hundred ounces; 
 
To the youngest daughter of my son Sir Thomas Cecil, one hundred and fifty ounces; 
 
To my sister-in-law the Lady Bacon, one hundred ounces; 
 
To the Lady Reade, one hundred ounces; 
 
To the Lady Hatton, two hundred ounces; 
 
To my daughter Mistress Alington, one hundred ounces; 
 
To William Cecil, son to Sir Robert Cecil, three hundred ounces; 
 
To his sister Frances Cecil, two hundred ounces; 
 
To every of the younger sons of my son Thomas Cecil, fifty ounces; 
 
To my nephew Cecil Cave that serveth me, one hundred ounces; 
 
To my niece Elizabeth Welby, sixty ounces; 
 
To Elizabeth Cecil, my god-daughter, daughter of William Cecil, one hundred ounces; 
 
Item, I will that after the said several portions of plate before devised being chosen out 
and severed, all the rest of my plate at Westminster not before given or limited, and such 
as is before limited to persons that shall happen to die before me, shall be duly gathered, 
weighed and valued by order of my said servant Thomas Bellot with the assistance and in 
the presence of the Wardens of the Goldsmiths in London, and shall be divided into two 
equal parts, whereof I do give one half part as above is mentioned to my son Sir Thomas 
Cecil, my heir apparent.  And further I will, and my meaning is, that the other moiety not 
given to my son Thomas Cecil nor charged with the particular legacies above mentioned 
shall be divided into four equal parts, whereof I give to my son Sir Robert Cecil one 
fourth part, and to the Lady Elizabeth Vere, now Countess of Derby, one other fourth 
part, and to the Lady Bridget Vere one other fourth part, and to the Lady Susan Vere one 
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other fourth part.  And if any of the said three Ladies shall die before me, then I will that 
the survivors of them shall have the portions equally divided amongst them.  And 
because there shall be no contention for the choice of any portion of my plate, saving for 
such as shall be known usually to be occupied in my chambers at the court or in my 
bedchambers and two studies above recited which before I had devised to my son Sir 
Robert Cecil and the two young Ladies, I will that either of my said two sons shall name 
two honest goldsmiths with the consent of the said Thomas Bellot to weigh & divide the 
same indifferently according to my true meaning herein expressed.  And if they two and 
Thomas Bellot shall not agree, then the same to be done by the Master & Wardens of the 
Company of Goldsmiths in London or two of them to be required thereto by my steward 
Thomas Bellot being best acquainted therewith, they taking for their pains some piece of 
plate of the quantity of forty ounces; 
 
Item, I give to my said son Sir Thomas Cecil all my household stuff and furniture of 
household in my said house called Burghley House in Westminster, excepting all such as 
is afore-mentioned and bequeathed, or that hereafter shall be given to any other; 
 
Item, whereas I have divers chains with Georges of the Order hanging at them, and two 
great collars of the Order of the Garter, and sundry other small Georges, and also sundry 
garters both garnished with jewels and without, I do give to my said son Thomas Cecil 
my best greatest collar with the George thereto pendent, and the second great collar to my 
son Robert Cecil, and any other chain with a George and any one of my best garters, only 
to remain with him as a memory to him and his sons’ sons of the honour I had to be one 
of the noble Order of the Garter.  And my son Thomas to have all the rest belonging to 
the Order for a like memory with his sons’ sons, and not for any ostentation; 
 
Item, I give unto the Lady Bridget Vere and the Lady Susan Vere all manner of plate, 
stuff and furniture of household in the chambers, schoolhouses and nurseries where they 
do usually lodge or lie, both in my house at Westminster and at Theobalds, with all such 
plate as pots, bowls, plates, salt, linen, spoons and bedding and other utensils commonly 
occupied for their lodgings, dinners and suppers in the places commonly used by them 
privately for their dinners, suppers or diet in my absence, to be enjoyed by them for their 
use wheresoever they shall remain, the same to be chosen out for them by my sister 
White and Thomas Bellot; 
 
Item, I will and give to my said son Sir Robert Cecil all my household stuff and furniture 
of household usually occupied at and about my house at Theobalds with the plate 
reserved only there for my private use at my access thither, saving such stuff as the young 
Ladies have had and used to have in their lodgings, and likewise excepting all linen 
chested by my wife to serve at any time of the Queen’s access to my house, and also 
except all other plate there kept in store to serve for access of strangers to my house, of 
which legacy I appoint my said son my executor, all which plate besides the linen so 
chested I do give to my two daughters the Lady Bridget and Lady Susan Vere, and for the 
linen so chested, I will that the same shall remain to my son Sir Robert Cecil, to be by 
him left to his daughter Frances Cecil; 
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Item, I do give to the two Ladies Bridget and Susan all manner of household stuff as shall 
be in my lodge at Cheshunt Park, and if the same shall not be furnished with household 
stuff at my death, then I give to them all such household stuff or the like as was occupied 
by them at Pymmes, or as much to be taken out of my stuff at Theobalds, and for increase 
thereof to furnish the said lodge for them, I have caused my steward Thomas Bellot to 
make an inventory of all stuff necessary to be used for them in the lodge, which I do give 
to them, to be by him chosen out of my stuff before bequeathed to my son Sir Robert 
Cecil; 
 
Item, I do also give to the two young Ladies, Lady Bridget and Lady Susan, the choice by 
them to be made with the advice of the Lady of Derby, their sister, or my sister White, 
their aunt, of any two beds or stuff for the same bedding with pallet thereto belonging, 
cupboard, carpet, stools and chairs that shall be in any chamber within my houses at 
Theobalds, saving and excepting such two chambers as my son Sir Robert Cecil shall 
require to be excepted, so as either of the said two Ladies may have a bed & bedstead 
fully furnished with a pallet and pillows and sheets thereto belonging, besides their own 
private beddings used by them in any of my houses; 
 
Item, I give all my books in my upper library over my great chamber in my said house in 
Westminster to my son Sir Thomas Cecil, and namely all evidences and rolls belonging 
to my pedigrees, giving my son Robert Cecil the use of them for two or three months to 
take copies thereof for his information of the same.  And as for all such books and 
writings saving evidences for lands as are or shall be at the time of my death in any of my 
bedchambers, pallet chambers, or chambers used for suitors to resort unto me or in my 
study over the porch, I give unto my said son Sir Robert Cecil with all my writings 
concerning the Queen’s causes, either for her revenue or affairs of council or state, to be 
advisedly perused by him; 
 
Furthermore, where there was an estate made in King Henry the Eighth’s time by my 
good father Richard Cecil, esquire, to me and my second wife Mildred and to the heirs of 
our two bodies, of the manor and castle of Essendine in the county of Rutland, the 
remainder of the fee simple to me and my heirs, of which estate my son Sir Robert Cecil, 
being begotten by me on the body of my said second wife is heir apparent in tail special, 
which estate my desire hath always been to be preserved in him because it may remain as 
a place for him and the heirs of his body, or the heirs of the body of his sister the 
Countess of Oxford, to resort unto where my eldest son’s livelihood doth lie, to confirm 
familiarity & acquaintance in blood betwixt them, I do by this my will not only ratify and 
affirm the said estate of the said castle and manor to my said son Robert and the heirs of 
his body, but do also by these presents give and devise the same to him and the heirs of 
his body, the remainder to the heirs of the body of my daughter the Lady Anne, Countess 
of Oxford, so as if any imperfection be in the grant of my said father or in any other 
conveyance to be made or suffered, my mind is that nothing shall impeach the said estate 
so intended by my father.  And furthermore, where there is joining and belonging to the 
said manor a large wood commonly called Essendine park which is esteemed to be 
situated for the greater part in the county of Lincoln, so as the same wood cannot pass as 
parcel of the manor of Essendine, being in the county of Rutland, without further express 
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words declaring the same wood to be in the county of Lincoln, for good assurance to 
have the said wood or park to pass to my said son Sir Robert Cecil in like condition as the 
said manor of Essendine is, I do by this my will give and devise the said wood commonly 
called Essendine park with the soil and all manner grounds, lands and enclosures 
belonging to the same wood being in the county of Lincoln or Rutland to the said Robert 
Cecil and the heirs of his body, the remainder to the children of the said Countess of 
Oxford and the heirs of their bodies, and the remainder in fee simple to my right heirs; 
 
Item, where I have at sundry times made conveyance of my lands in sundry counties of 
England limiting sundry estates to begin after my life, whereof many have been for my 
eldest son and heir apparent Sir Thomas Cecil and the heirs of his body or his heirs 
general, and some have been made for my son Sir Robert Cecil and the heirs of his body, 
many of which conveyances and their estates have been revoked and others newly made, 
my mind and will is, and so I do by this expressly declare that all such conveyances shall 
be taken for good by which I have limited any of my lands in the counties of Hertford and 
Essex and in the parishes of Enfield and Edmonton, and Tottenham in the county of 
Middlesex, for my son Sir Robert Cecil and the heirs of his body, with such remainders 
as are specified in certain indentures dated the sixteenth of June in the nine and twentieth 
year of the Queen’s reign [=16 June 1587] and enrolled in the Chancery the first of 
November, and so I do by these presents give to him and the heirs of his body in tail all 
my said lands in the said counties and parishes next before mentioned; 
 
And my meaning is that all other my lands in any other place in England (saving my 
lands in the counties of Hertford, or in Enfield and Edmonton & the manor of Essendine 
with the wood called Essendine park in the counties of Lincoln and Rutland afore limited 
to my son Sir Robert Cecil, and such other lands as I have purchased for the three young 
Ladies, daughters of the Countess of Oxford), shall remain and descend to my son Sir 
Thomas Cecil and the heirs of his body or his heirs general; 
 
Wishing to both my said sons the grace and favour of God to live brotherly together 
without contention for any my goods and lands, but to be content with such limitations 
for my lands as in this clause presently I have declared my will, and with such bequests 
for my goods to every of them as I have also expressed in this my present will; 
 
Item, I do give, devise and bequeath unto my said son Sir Robert Cecil during his life all 
and singular the deeds, evidences, court rolls, letters patents, escripts and muniments 
whatsoever touching and concerning only all and every my manors, lands, tenements and 
hereditaments in the counties of Middlesex and Hertford or in any of them (except all 
deeds, evidences and writings touching or concerning my capital or mansion house called 
Burghley House near the Savoy in Westminster and the tenements thereto adjoining both 
on the west and on the east side of my said house, and other my tenements, houses and 
hereditaments in the parishes of Saint Clement’s, St. Martin’s & Saint Margaret’s and 
Kentish Town in the county of Middlesex, and of all my tenements and houses situate in 
Paul Churchyard in London); 
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And after the decease of the said Sir Robert Cecil, then I do give, devise and bequeath the 
same deeds, evidences, court rolls, letters patents, escripts and muniments (except before 
excepted) unto such person and persons successively one after another to whom the 
inheritance of the said manors, lands, tenements and hereditaments shall belong or 
appertain by virtue of any assurance or conveyance thereof by me heretofore had, made 
or suffered, or to be had, made or suffered; 
 
And further I do by these presents constitute and make my said son Robert Cecil my sole 
executor only for all such bonds, obligations, recognizances and statutes as do concern 
any the manors, lands, tenements and hereditaments in the counties of Middlesex, 
Hertford and the city of London, or any of them, limited to remain and come to him 
(except before excepted); 
 
Item, I will that my executors shall within one month after my decease give to the 
collectors for the poor in the parishes of Saint Clement’s, the Savoy, Saint Martin’s in 
Westminster, and in the parishes of Cheshunt and Saint Martin’s in Stamford, for every 
parish ten pounds; 
 
And to the prison of the Gatehouse ten pounds, to be disposed by the Dean of 
Westminster and the keeper of the Gatehouse; 
 
And to the prisoners in Newgate & Ludgate twenty marks betwixt them, to be disposed 
by the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of London, or by any one of them; 
 
Item, I do give to the two Ladies, Bridget and Susan, the choice of any of my coaches and 
of any two of my coach-horses with all furniture thereto belonging, and the choice of any 
four horses or geldings either in my stable or in any park or pasture; 
 
And I do give to my son Sir Thomas Cecil the choice of any two of my stone horses, and 
my son Sir Robert Cecil the choice of any other two stoned horses next, and all the rest I 
will to be equally divided betwixt them, saving I do give to Thomas Bellot any two of my 
horses or geldings with his furniture, to be chosen next after the choice made for two for 
every of the Ladies Bridget and Susan; 
 
Item, where my two servants, Henry Maynard and Walter Cope, & Mr Robert Carr are 
my tenants of several houses in Westminster whereupon they have bestowed much cost, I 
do will and grant to every of them an estate in the said houses for their several lives and 
for three years after their deaths, paying the present accustomed rents to my son Sir 
Thomas Cecil and his heirs; 
 
And so I do will that all my servants that serve me in my houses at Westminster & 
Theobalds or at the court, and do receive yearly wages, shall have yearly paid to them 
their ordinary wages for the space of two whole years after my death at such times as 
usually they were accustomed to receive the same, and if any of them shall upon request 
of any my sons or of the two young Ladies continue in service with any of them, I will 



THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES PROB 11/92/316                                                            15 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Modern spelling transcript copyright ©2006 Nina Green All Rights Reserved 
http://www.oxford-shakespeare.com/ 

that they shall have their usual wages yearly the space of four years if they shall so long 
continue in their service; 
 
Item, I will that such as do serve me in my said houses and have received no wages and 
do lodge in my house shall have in reward for their services the whole furniture of their 
bedding wherein they did lie in any of my said houses, and the sum of forty shillings in 
gold, and every of them that have served as a gentleman to have also a piece of plate of 
the value betwixt three and four pounds; 
 
Item, I will to every one of my servants attending on me in my bedchamber, besides their 
wages above limited, their said wages yearly for four years, and a piece of plate of the 
value of thirty ounces; 
 
And I will to Humphrey Plessington twenty pounds; 
 
To John Clapham, twenty pound; 
 
To Thomas Lawrence, ten pounds; 
 
To Sedam, five pounds; 
 
Item, I will that my son Thomas Cecil shall not take full possession of my house here in 
Westminster during the space of six weeks after my decease, during which time I will 
that Thomas Bellot as my executor shall keep my household there with meat, drink and 
lodging for the Ladies as hath been used in my absence, within which time there may be 
order taken where the two Ladies shall remain, who shall have a revenue, part in Essex 
and part in Lincoln and Leicestershire, to maintain for their apparel and diet, and the two 
Pawlets to be delivered to their grandfather, Sir Thomas Cecil; 
 
Item, I give to my sister Anne White, widow, twenty pounds by the year during her 
natural life, to be paid out of the rent of the farm of Nutting Barns in the county of 
Middlesex; 
 
Item, I give unto my servant and steward of household Thomas Bellot twenty pounds by 
the year during his natural life, to be taken out of the rent of the said farm of Nutting 
Barns; 
 
Item, I give unto my servant John Clapham the sum of six pounds, thirteen shillings, four 
pence by year during his natural life, to be paid him out of the yearly rent of the said farm 
of Nutting Barns, the said three several sums last recited to be paid unto the persons 
afore-mentioned half yearly by equal portions; 
 
Item, where Thomas Bellot hath in his charge in my plate-house certain portions of 
money and some bonds for money to be paid to me, I do commit so much trust to him as 
I will require him to make Doctor Goodman, Dean of Westminster, privy thereto, and I 
do make them two executors of this my will, and to dispose the same money to the 
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advancement of the Lady Bridget and Lady Susan for their marriages, with these 
conditions, that which of them shall be married with an earl or the heir apparent of an earl 
shall have four thousand pounds, part of the money left with the said Thomas Bellot, and 
if they shall marry with a baron or the heir apparent of a baron, then but three thousand 
pounds, and if under that degree, then but two thousand pounds; 
 
But my meaning is the said Thomas Bellot shall out of the said money now in his custody 
take allowance for all the charges laid out by him for my household charges and for my 
legacies to my servants, and the remainder being divided into two parts, I will that the 
one-half [+be given] to the Lady Elizabeth, Countess of Derby, and her two sisters, and 
the other moiety to be given to such godly uses as my executor shall think good; 
 
I will that all my gold plate be duly weighed by order of Thomas Bellot and the Dean of 
Westminster, and that my two sons, Sir Thomas and Sir Robert Cecil, shall have the one-
half thereof, and the other half to be given to my three daughters, the Countess of Derby, 
the Lady Bridget and Lady Susan, so as there be given to my sister White one piece of 
thirty or forty ounces; 
 
Item, where I have committed special trust to Thomas Bellot and the Dean of 
Westminster, appointing them to be the executors of this my will, I do for their pains give 
to Thomas Bellot the yearly profit of my farm or manor of Nutting Barns, to hold the 
same during his life, paying out of the same such annuities as I shall by a codicil limit to 
my old servants; 
 
And I give to the Dean of Westminster the yearly profits of all my lands belonging to the 
Neate near Westminster now occupied by him; 
 
I will that the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Lord Keeper and Justice Owen shall be 
the overseers of this my will to assist my executors, and that every of them shall have a 
piece of gold plate to the weight of thirty ounces; 
 
These papers I do affirm to contain my last will. 
 
Signed: W. Burghley, William W[  ], Henry Maynard, George Coppin, John Clapham 
 
Probatum fuit Testamentu{m} suprascriptum apud London{ia} coram venerabili viro 
Magistro Iohanne Gibson Legum Doctore Curie Prerogatiue Cantuariensis Magistro 
Custode siue Commissario legitime constituto Decimo tertio die mensis Novembris Anno 
domini Millesimo Quingentesimo Nonagesimo Octauo Iuramento venerabililis viri 
M{agist}ri Gabrielis Goodman Decani Eccl{es}ie Collegiate Westmonaster{ij} et Thome  
Bellotte executorum in huiusmodi Testamento nominat{orum} Quibus Commissa fuit 
administratio omnium et singulorum bonoru{u} Iurium et creditorum dict{i} def{uncti} 
et huiusmodi testamentum quoad pred{ictos} executores qualicunq{ue} concernen{tem} 
de bene et fideliter administrand{o} eadem &c Ad sancta dei evangelia iurat{e}     
ex{aminatus} 
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[=The above-written will was proved at London before the worshipful Master John 
Gibson, Doctor of the Laws, Master Keeper or Commissary of the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury lawfully constituted on the thirteenth day of the month of November in the 
year of the Lord one thousand five hundred ninety-eight by the oath of the worshipful 
Master Gabriel Goodman, Dean of the Collegiate Church of Westminster, and Thomas 
Bellot, executors nominated in such testament, to whom administration was granted of all 
and singular the goods, property and credits of the said deceased and such testament, as 
far as whatsoever concerns(?) the foresaid executors, sworn on the sacred gospels to well 
and faithfully administer the same etc.   Examined. 


