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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the
will, dated 6 October 1581 and probated 9 February 1582, of Francis Southwell of
Lakenham and Norwich in Norfolk, one of the younger sons of Francis Southwell (d.
1512), Auditor of the Exchequer, and his wife, Dorothy, daughter of William Tendring of
Little Birch, Essex.  The testator’s eldest brother was Sir Richard Southwell
(1502/3–1564).  Another brother was the lawyer Sir Robert Southwell (c.1506–1559) of
Mereworth in Kent (for his will, see TNA PROB 11/43, ff. 408-10), whose eldest son
and heir, Thomas Southwell of Woodrising, the testator mentions in this clause in his will:

I give and bequeath unto Miles Southwell, my son and heir, one chain of fine gold which I
bought of my nephew, Thomas Southwell of Woodrising, containing very near forty
ounces.

For the will of the testator’s nephew, Thomas Southwell of Woodrising, eldest son and
heir of Sir Robert Southwell (c.1506–1559), see TNA PROB 11/50, ff. 97-8.

The testator’s first wife was Alice Standish, the daughter of William Standish (d.1553) of
London and widow of John Mynne (d. 4 December 1543), Auditor of the Exchequer,
Clerk to the Surveyor General, and Master of the Woods (for his will, see TNA PROB
11/29), to whom he was married by 1544 and by whom he had no children.  The testator
married, secondly, Barbara Spencer, the daughter of John Spencer of Norwich, and the
widow of Richard Catlin (d. 1556) of Norwich and Lincoln's Inn, who became a serjeant-
at-law in 1552 and was appointed queen's serjeant in the same year as his cousin Sir
Robert Catlin (c.1510–1574), judge, with whom, according to the online edition of The
Dictionary of National Biography, he is sometimes confused.  The testator’s eldest son
and heir, Miles Southwell, who was 18 years of age at the time of his father’s death,
married Margaret Vavasour, the sister of Oxford’s mistress, Anne Vavasour.  Their
daughter, Elizabeth Southwell, was left a bequest of £100 in the will of Sir Henry Lee
(1533-1611), whose mistress Anne Vavasour became in the 1590s (for the will of Sir
Henry Lee, see TNA PROB 11/117, ff. 326-8).  Anne Vavasour’s brother-in-law, Miles
Southwell, was thus a first cousin of the Francis Southwell who was involved in
allegations against Oxford in 1581.  In his will, the testator makes this Francis Southwell,
his nephew, his residuary legatee:

Item, if it shall please Almighty God to take all my children to his mercy before they have
received their legacies before in this my last will to them and every of them given and
bequeathed, then my will is that my executors or their executors or assigns shall pay, of
such goods, money, plate and jewels as shall be in their hands after my decease and the
decease of my said children, one moiety of the said money, plate and jewels to my nephew,
Francis Southwell, one of Sir Robert Southwell his children then living.

The testator’s daughter, Mary Southwell, is said to have been born at Windham Hall,
Norfolk in 1566, and to have died 19 December 1603 in Dublin, Ireland.  She is said to
have had three husbands, Nicholas Gorges of Alderton, Conyers Clifford, and Sir
Anthony St. Leger (d.1613).
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The testator’s executor Miles Corbet, whom he calls his ‘cousin’, may have been Sir
Miles Corbet (d.1609) of Sprowston.

LM: Testamentum ffrancisci Southwell

Calling unto my remembrance the state of this transitory and miserable world wherein
reigneth all kind of sin and wickedness, and that there is nothing in it contained but all the
vanities and vile pleasure thereof, unperfect and uncertain, and nothing in this life so
certain as death, therefore I, Francis Southwell th’ elder, esquire, do ordain and make this
my last will and testament the sixth day of October in the three and twenty year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God Queen of England, France and
Ireland, Defender of the Faith etc., and in the year of Our Lord God one thousand five
hundred eighty-one, wherein I commend my soul to Almighty God, the Father and
Creator and Maker thereof, and to Jesus Christ, my Saviour, the only Redeemer thereof,
and to the Holy Ghost, the Preserver and only Comforter thereof, having in this most
blessed & glorious Trinity a sure faith and steadfast belief that through my Saviour Jesus
Christ, and only by him and for his sake, all the multitude of my wretched and grievous
sins committed against God be clearly remitted and forgiven for that he of his grace &
abundant mercy, like a most merciful Saviour, took my sins with all the sins of the
universal world upon him, and went laden to the altar of the cross, and there [+was] most
truly crucified, and willingly shed his most precious blood, as well for my redemption as
for all those that believe in him and his most sacred word;

And as for my vile and sinful body, which was made and formed by the power of God
and his mighty handwork of the slime of the earth, whereunto it shall return, therefore I
will it shall be buried in the common place appointed for dead bodies with all such most
godly ceremonies as be set forth by the Catholic church, all pomp and superstition being
avoided;

Item, whereas Almighty God of his most merciful goodness hath endued me with a much
more greater portion of the goods of this world than I by a thousandfold have deserved
(for the which I render unto his divine majesty my humble and most obedient thanks),
even so with the same thanks I leave all the said goods as frankly and as willingly as ever I
received them or any part of them, in manner and form following, that is to say:

I give and bequeath unto Miles Southwell, my son and heir, one chain of fine gold which I
bought of my nephew, Thomas Southwell of Woodrising, containing very near forty
ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell three hundred pounds of lawful money of
England;
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Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell one nest of gilt bowls containing six score and
seven ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell one pair of gilt salts containing, with the cover,
four ounces and a half;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell, my son, a gilt cup with a cover containing
sixteen ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell a gilt flagon for rose-water containing five
ounces & three quarters;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell one basin and ewer parcel gilt containing
fourscore and two ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell two livery pots parcel gilt containing
threescore and ten ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell one chafing-dish containing threescore and
twelve ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell three jugs containing fifty and six ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell a perfuming pan containing thirty-two ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell twelve spoons with wreathen tops containing
sixteen ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell twelve spoons called slippes containing
(blank);

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell one mazer with a fair bonde [=band?] of silver;

Item, I give unto the said Miles Southwell one pounced goblet weighing thirteen ounces;

Item, all which parcels of plate before specified and given unto my son, Miles Southwell,
to be delivered unto him by mine executors or their heirs, executors, administrators or
assigns when he shall come to the age of twenty years;

And if it shall fortune the said Miles Southwell, my son, to die before he shall accomplish
and come unto the age of twenty years, then I will and my mind is that the said money,
chain of fine gold and all the plate before specified and given unto the said Miles
Southwell, my son, shall remain and come to Francis Southwell, my son (if he be then
living) at his age of twenty years;
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And if both the said Miles and Francis Southwell, my sons, do die before they come to
their age of twenty years, then I will and my mind is that my said money, chain of fine
gold, with all the parcels of plate before specified and all other gifts before given shall
remain and come to Mary Southwell, my daughter (if she be then living) when she shall
come to the age of eighteen years or at the day of her marriage, whether of them shall first
happen;

Item, I give unto Francis Southwell, my son, one nest of gilt goblets containing forty
ounces and a half;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell a pair of gilt salts with a cover containing
thirty ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis a gilt pot without a cover containing sixteen ounces a
quarter and a half;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell a livery pot with a spout containing twenty
ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis a white jug with a narrow mouth containing seventeen
ounces a quarter and a half;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell a white tankard containing twenty-one
ounce[s] and a half;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell a little salt without a cover containing three
ounces and a half;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell a spice-box containing twelve ounces and a
half;

Item, I give unto the said Francis twelve spoons called slippes containing ten ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell twelve spoons whereof two were huebont
woodoses [=Woodhouse’s] containing fifteen ounces;

Item, I given unto the said Francis my wife’s drinking-pot containing seven ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell, my son, a basin with an ewer containing
fourscore ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis an nest of parcel gilt bowls containing threescore and
nineteen ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell two livery pots containing threescore ounces;
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Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell a standing cup parcel gilt containing twenty
and eight ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell a flat piece containing fifteen ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis a little tankard containing seven ounces;

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell an nest of parcel gilt bowls with a cover
containing threescore one ounce and a half;

Item, I give unto the said Francis a little pounced goblet containing (blank);

Item, I give unto the said Francis Southwell, my son, three hundred pounds of lawful
money of England, all which said parcels of plate, money and jewels to be delivered unto
the said Francis Southwell by my executors, their heirs, executors or assigns, at the age of
twenty years;

And if it shall fortune the said Francis Southwell, my son, to die and depart this present
world before he shall come to the age of twenty years, then I will and my mind is that the
said three hundred pounds and the said plate and all other bequests unto the said Francis
Southwell in manner and form aforesaid shall remain unto Miles Southwell, my son, if he
be then living, when he shall come to the age of twenty years;

And if it shall fortune the said Miles to die and depart this present world before he shall
come to the age of twenty years, and also if the said Mary, my daughter, happen to die
before she doth accomplish eighteen years of age or before the day of her marriage, then I
will and my mind is that all th’ aforesaid money, plate, jewels and household stuff
bequeathed unto the said Miles and Mary shall remain unto Francis Southwell, my son,
when he shall accomplish the age of twenty years;

Item, I give unto Mary Southwell, my daughter, six hundred threescore and six pounds
thirteen shillings and four pence;

Item, I give unto the said Mary Southwell, my daughter, a gilt cup with a cover and a
crystal in it, having also my arms graven in the top of the cover, containing twenty-five
ounces and a half, all which parcels of money, plate and jewels before specified to be
delivered unto the said Mary Southwell, my daughter, by mine executors, their heirs,
executors or assigns, at the age of eighteen years or at the day of her marriage, which first
shall happen;

And if it shall fortune the said Mary Southwell to depart this present life before she shall
come to the age of eighteen years or before the day of her marriage, then I will that the
said six hundred threescore and six pounds thirteen shillings four pence to her given and
bequeathed and the gilt cup with a crystal, with all other the goods to her bequeathed,
shall indifferently be divided between the foresaid Miles and Francis, my two sons, if
they be then living, when they or any of them shall come to the age of twenty years;
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Also, I give unto Miles and Francis Southwell, my two sons, all my household stuff and
linen, by what kind of name or names soever any part or parcel of them be named or
called, which shall be in my house in Lakenham or in my house in Christ Church in
Norwich, or at the time of my death or elsewhere, other than such as shall be expressly
named or bequeathed;

And where I have three beds of silk with their furnitures remaining in my said house in
Norwich in Christ Church, I will that Miles Southwell have one of the said beds with all
the furniture, and the first choice thereof;

Item, I give to the said Miles one canopy of yellow taffeta;

And I will that Mary Southwell, my daughter, have one other of the said beds with the
furniture thereunto belonging, and the next choice thereof of the same;

And Francis Southwell, my son, one other of the said three beds with the furniture
thereunto belonging, and the third choice of the same;

Item, I will that these parcels following be also bestowed as hereafter is declared, that is
to say:

I will that Miles Southwell have the andirons of brass in the parlor, my best carpet with
all the cushions of Turkey work which was used to lie on the(?) cupboard in the parlour
on high days;

Item, I will that all the counterfeits in the parlor in Cottan [=Catton] and all other
implements whatsoever there at the day of my death be left unto the use of the said
Francis;

And also I give unto the said Francis Southwell all my tenements in Catton by Norwich,
with all my lands, free and copy, thereunto belonging which I bought of John
Throgmorton, esquire, to have and to hold to him and to his heirs forever;

And as concerning the order & disposition of my manors, lands and tenements, first I will
that the moiety of my manor of Ilsington otherwise called Islington in Marslond in the
said county of Norfolk shall be from and after my decease to the Queen’s Majesty during
the minority of my heir and heirs in full recompense of a third part of all my manors,
lands, tenements and hereditaments whereof I stand now seised of any state of
inheritance;

And I will my executors shall have the other moiety of the said manor and the patronage
of the said manor belonging, and also all my pasture ground in the county of Surrey called
or known by the name of Bermondsey which I purchased of Robert Southwell, esquire,
my nephew, until the full age of twenty and one years of mine heir and heirs for and
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towards the bringing up of my two youngest children until the said full age of my said
heir and heirs;

Saving that I will that my said executors shall yearly employ so much of the said profits
towards the bringing up of my said heir & heirs until his or their said age of twenty and
one years as, together with such yearly sum of money as shall be allowed by order to be
taken by her Majesty’s most honourable Court of Wards for the diet and finding of my
said heir and heirs as shall be sufficient for his or their education as shall seem meetest to
my said executors;

Item, if it shall please Almighty God to take all my children to his mercy before they have
received their legacies before in this my last will to them and every of them given and
bequeathed, then my will is that my executors or their executors or assigns shall pay, of
such goods, money, plate and jewels as shall be in their hands after my decease and the
decease of my said children, one moiety of the said money, plate and jewels to my
nephew, Francis Southwell, one of Sir Robert Southwell his children then living;

And where I have heretofore given unto Miles and Francis all my stuff of household as is
aforesaid, yet my special will and desire is that if it shall happen that the overplus of such
sums of money as I shall leave in the hands of my executors over and above my legacies
will not amount to the discharge of my funerals, which I would should be but mean, and
other occasions that may fall out unlooked for by mine executors, then my special will
and desire is that mine executors shall sell as much of my said household stuff as will
satisfy those charges whatsoever, only reserving the three beds of silk and the best
furniture of beds belonging to them, with the canopy of yellow taffeta;

Item, I give unto Richard Lathwell, my old servant, twenty pounds, to be paid unto him
presently after my decease;

Item, I give unto Mrs Jenney five pounds, to be paid her out of such household stuff as
remains at Norwich or Lakenham;

Item, I give unto mine executors as a remembrance of my goodwill, to either of them a ring
graven with the picture of death of the value of five marks apiece;

The residue of my goods (my debts, legacies and funerals discharged and performed in
form aforesaid, and the poor refreshed), I give unto mine executors, whom I ordain and
make my very good friends my cousin, Miles Corbet, esquire, and my very good friend,
brother-in-law, Richard Catlyn, Mr John Spencer;

And I ordain and make my very good son-in-law, Richard Catlyn, esquire, supervisor of
this my last will and testament, and I give him for his pains one ring of the value of three
pounds six shillings and eight pence.  By me, Francis Southwell.  William Maister
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A codicil to be annexed to the last will and testament of Francis Southwell th’ elder,
esquire, deceased, made and declared after the finishing of his former will the (blank) day
of (blank) 1581 in the presence of divers persons;

Inprimis, he gave to his daughter, Mary, his white nag;

Item, he gave to his son, Miles, his bay nag;

Item, to his son, Francis, his black nag;

Item, to his servant, Richard Lathwell, his cloth black gown;

Item, to his son, Miles, his grogram gown, his velvet coat and satin doublet;

Item, he gave to his servants all the rest of his apparel;

Item, he willed that one hundred pounds, parcel of the three hundred pounds given to his
son, Miles Southwell, should be stricken out of his will.

Witnesses being present at the declaration of the premises, the said Miles Southwell.

Probatum fuit suprascriptum testamentum apud London coram venerabili viro magistro
Willelmo Drury legum doctore curie prerogatiue cantuariensis commissario etc Nono die
mensis ffebruarij Anno Domini iuxta cursum et computacionem ecclesie anglicane
millesimo quingentesimo octogesimo primo  Iuramento Edwardi Barker notarij publici
procuratoris Milonis Corbett armigeri et Iohanne Spencer generosi executorum etc Quibus
commissa fuit administracio etc De bene etc Iurati

[=The above-written testament was proved at London before the worshipful Master
William Drury, Doctor of the Laws, Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury
etc., on the ninth day of the month of February in the year of the Lord according to the
course and reckoning of the English Church the thousand five hundred eighty-first, by the
oath of Edward Barker, notary public, proctor of Miles Corbett, esquire, and John
Spencer, gentleman, executors etc., to whom administration was granted etc., sworn to
well etc.]


