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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the
will, dated 9 August 1552 and proved 2 November 1553, of Sir Edmund Bedingfield
(1479/80-1553). The testator’s grandson, Thomas Bedingfield (d.1613), dedicated his
translation of Cardanus’ Comfort to Oxford (see STC 4607 on this website). For the will
of Thomas Bedingfield (d.1613), see TNA PROB 11/122, f. 21.

As indicated in the will, the testator succeeded his brother, Sir Thomas Bedingfield
(d.1539), who had married firstly, Margaret Clifford, and secondly Alice London (1490-
1559), the widow of Edmund Rokewood. After the death of Sir Thomas Bedingfield
(d.1539), his widow, Alice, to whom he had left all his goods in a nuncupative will,
married Thomas Burgh (b. about 1481, d. 28 February 1549/50), 3" Baron Burgh of
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. In the will below the testator refers to an agreement between
himself and his brother’s widow, Alice Burgh, concerning those goods. For the will of Sir
Thomas Bedingfield (d.1539), see TNA PROB 11/26, ft. 97-8.

The testator was the son of Sir Edmund Bedingfield (1443-1496), who married firstly,
Alice Shelton, and secondly Margaret Scot (d.1514). For the will of Sir Edmund
Bedingfield (1443-1496), see TNA PROB 11/11, f. 64.

The testator married Grace Marney (d. in or after 1553), the daughter of Henry (1456/7-
1523), 1* Baron Marney, the son of Sir John Marney of Layer Marney, Essex
(d.1470/1472), and his wife, Jane (d.1479), daughter of John Throckmorton.

The testator was succeeded by his son, Sir Henry Bedingfield (1509/10-1583). For the
will of Sir Henry Bedingfield, see TNA PROB 11/66, ff. 126-8.

RM: Testamentum Edmundi Bedingfeld Militis

In the name of God, Amen. The ninth day of August in the reign of our most dread
Sovereign Lord Edward the Sixth by the grace of God of England, France and Ireland King,
Defender of the Faith, and in earth of the Church of England and also of Ireland the
Supreme Head, the fifth, I, Sir Edmund Bedingfield of Oxburgh in the county of Norfolk,
knight, whole and perfect of mind and remembrance, thanked be God, fearing nevertheless
the unstableness of this present world, do make my testament and last will in form as
hereafter ensueth, that is to say:

I commend my soul to Almighty God, trusting by the merits of the passion of Christ, my
Saviour and Redeemer, to have remission of my sins;

My body I will to be buried after the most laudable manner and custom of Christ’s
church in such place and after such form as shall seem most convenient to mine executors;
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And I give to the high altar of Oxburgh Church for my tithes negligently forgotten ten
shillings;

Item, I bequeath to the reparation of the said church forty shillings;

And I bequeath to the like reparations of the churches of Redlingfield and Denham, to
each of them 20s;

Item, I bequeath unto my wife, Dame Grace Bedingfield, all such jewels as she hath been
used to wear upon her body, together with all my jewels and plate except a piece of silver
parcel gilt engraven in the boton [sic] with ‘God’s blessing’ and the Bedingfields’ arms;

And also I give unto her all my right, interest and title which I have in and to the farm and
lease of Skaleshoo in the parts of marshland in the county of Norfolk;

And I give also unto her all such sheep cattle as I shall have going there and depastured at
the time of my death, and all my milch kine and other cattle being not above one year of
age the which at the same time of my death shall be remaining at Redlingfield & Denham
in the county of Suffolk;

And I give and bequeath unto my son, Sir Henry Bedingfield, knight, all my harness,
weapons and habiliments of war which shall remain at Oxburgh in the armoury there at
the time of my said death, to th’ intent he may serve the King’s Majesty therewith at all
times when he shall be commanded;

And where by the last will and testament of Sir Henry Marney, knight, Lord Marney, it
was assigned, willed and bequeathed unto the said Sir Henry Bedingfield by the name of
‘Henry Bedingfield, son and heir apparent’ to me, the said Sir Edmund Bedingfield, one
hundred pounds of plate then belonging to the said Lord Marney, to be delivered and
disposed in such wise as in the same testament and last will is expressed & declared,
considering now that I, the said Sir Edmund, before this time have divers and sundry
ways issued and paid divers great and notable sums of money as well for th’ attaining of
the inheritance of Sir Thomas Bedingfield, knight, mine eldest brother, lately departed, as
also in obtaining of the King’s Majesty the manor of Bedlingfield [=Bedingfield] in the
county of Suffolk, which both by the sufferance of Almighty God shall descend and come
unto the said Sir Henry and his heirs, and also considering that at divers other times I have
been beneficial unto him, as amongst other upon my departure from my late farm at
Massingham the said Sir Henry had of my gift as well part of my plate and utensils of
household as also divers cattle, as horses and kine, besides other necessaries and
implements of husbandry, I think myself by good reason and all conscience to be
discharged against the said Sir Henry and for the said sum of one hundred pounds;

Also I will that all such stuff of household remaining at Oxburgh which was agreed upon
between Dame Alice Burgh, late wife of my said brother, Sir Thomas Bedingfield, knight,
and me, the said Sir Edmund, by mediation of Sir John Spelman, Sir Roger Townshend,
knights, and Humphrey Carwell, esquire, shall be delivered by mine executors unto my
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said son, Sir Henry Bedingfield, knight, within one month next ensuing after my decease,
that is to say:

First, in the chamber called the great chamber, a featherbed with a bolster; item, a covering
of verdures with arms, and a tester of the same with curtains of green sarsenet; also a
hanging of arras, two cushions with arms, a cupboard with a carpet thereon, a coffer and a
chair;

Item, in the chamber called the King’s chamber, a featherbed with a bolster, a mattress, a
pair of fustians, a covering of red and green sarsenet twilted, a tester of tawny and black
satin embroidered with unicorns and scallop shells, two cushions with arms, a cupboard
with a green cloth thereon, two chairs, a carpet in the window, two cob-irons in the
chimney;

Item, in the chamber next the said King’s chamber, a featherbed with a bolster, a pair of
blankets, a covering of tapestry, the hangings in the chamber of red and yellow canvas,
and a form;

Item, in the inward chamber next unto the chamber called the Queen’s chamber, a
featherbed with a bolster, a blanket, a covering of russet cloth, a tester of stained cloth,
and a form;

Item, in the said chamber called the Queen’s Chamber, a featherbed with a bolster, a pair
of blankets, a covering of red say with arms and a tester of the same, the curtains of white
linen cloth, a trundle-bed with a featherbed and a bolster, a blanket, a covering, a cupboard
with the cloth thereupon, a cloth of red say in the window, a long chair with a cloth
therein, another chair, and three cushions without arms;

Item, in the parlour, a hanging of red say stained, a cupboard, the long table, and a trussing
bed in the chamber of the said parlour;

Item, in the chapel, a pair of chalice with the paten, the altar-cloths, the hangings of white
sarsenet, and 4 cushions; item, a pall cloth of black velvet with a white cross;

And I give unto the said Sir Henry one piece of silver parcel gilt where is engraven ‘God’s
blessing’ and the Bedingfields’ arms, to remain to him as an heirloom in such wise as I
received the same piece of my said brother, Sir Thomas Bedingfield;

And I bequeath unto the said Sir Henry my two stoned horses which be both ridden;

And over that, I do likewise assign, will and bequeath unto the said Sir Henry all and all
manner of utensils belonging to my bakehouse at Oxburgh, together with other necessaries
occupied and used for the purpose and intent of baking and brewing which at the time of
my death shall remain at and within my said bakehouse there, and also all such utensils
belonging to the kitchen there as was agreed upon by the said Dame Alice Borough and
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me, the said Sir Edmund, by mediation of the said Sir John Spelman, Sir Roger
Townshend, knights, and Humphrey Carvell, esquire;

And I give unto the said Sir Henry all mine eyries of swans called(?) swan-marks, except
one couple of old eyries remaining at Redlingfield,

Item, I give and bequeath unto my said son, Sir Henry, all such coals, timber, boards and
stone or other thing appertaining to reparations of the house of Oxburgh that shall remain
at Oxburgh at the time of my death, all which said bequests and legacies I will shall enure
and remain unto the said Sir Henry only upon condition that the same Sir Henry nor his
executors shall not at any time hereafter claim of mine executors or th’ executors of them
any parcel of the said sum of one hundred pounds before assigned, willed and bequeathed
unto him by the testament and last will of the said Henry, Lord Marney;

And I give and bequeath unto my grandchild, Frances Sulyard, daughter of John Sulyard,
Esquire, one hundred marks of good and lawful English money, to be paid to her at the
day of her marriage or else at th” age of 21 years, foreseen always that if the said Frances
do die before marriage had and before she shall attain unto the age of 21 years, that then
the said hundred marks to be divided by even portions between my youngest sons then
living;

And I give and bequeath unto my said wife, Dame Grace, all and all manner my household
stuff and other necessary implements together with my utensils of husbandry now
remaining as well at Oxburgh as at Redlingfield not before assigned, willed or bequeathed
to my said son, Sir Henry Bedingfield, to do therewith her will and pleasure;

And I heartily desire and require my said wife to give unto my servant, John Turner,
forty shillings by year during his life, and if it shall happen my said wife to die, the said
John then living, then I will mine executors shall from thenceforth yearly content and pay
unto the said John Turner forty shillings during his natural life;

Also I will and bequeath to the children of my said son, Sir Henry Bedingfield, now living,
one hundred pounds of good and lawful English money, to be equally divided amongst
them, and to be paid to them at their several ages of 21 years or else at such days as they
and every of them shall happen to be married;

And I give to the children of my son, Francis Bedingfield, fourscore pounds of good and
lawful English money, to be equally divided among them and to be paid to them in such
sort and at such times as in the article last before-mentioned is declared and specified;

Also, I give and bequeath to the children of my son, Anthony Bedingfield, threescore
pounds of good and lawful English money equally to be divided among them, and to be
paid to them in like manner and time;

Provided always and my will is that if it shall happen any of the children of my said sons,
Sir Henry, Francis and Anthony, to die before marriage had and before their several ages
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of 21 years, then I will that the portion and portions of such and as many of their said
children as shall so happen to die shall be equally divided and given unto my children
Anthony, Humphrey and Edmund, if they then do live, or else to as many of them as
then shall be living, to their further advancement and relief;

And further 1 give and bequeath unto my said wife, Dame Grace, all my pullery and
swine, together with all my corn and hay remaining as well at Redlingfield as at Oxburgh
at the time of my death, and also all mine interest and term of years which I have in the
parsonage and tithe corn of Hoxne in the said county of Suffolk;

Also I give unto my sons, Anthony, Humphrey & Edmund, to each of them forty pounds
of good and lawful English money (my debts being first paid), provided always that if the
said Anthony, Humphrey or Edmund do die within six years next after my decease, then I
will that the portion or portions of such of them so dying shall be equally divided
between my said younger sons then living;

And I give and bequeath to Margaret, the wife of Thomas Parke, otherwise called Thomas
Tailor, my servant, to be delivered unto her within six weeks after my death, twenty ewe
sheep going in Westhall flock in Cley;

And I give unto Adam Roberts, my servant, £6 13s 4d besides his quarter’s wages and
livery;

And I give and bequeath unto Edmund Grymston, William Shuldham, John Brooke,
William Dey, Robert Nollothe, Robert Cooke, John Hewar, Thomas Spicer, Simon Bedall,
Robert Clarke and Robert Barwicke, to every of them besides their quarter’s wages and
liveries forty shillings of good and lawful English money;

And in like manner I give and bequeath unto Edmund Grene, Robert Jerves, Thomas
Caton, Thomas Parke, John Turnor, Henry Raydon, Thomas Stocke, Henry Jubye,
Edmund Roberdes, Daniel Elstigoode(?), Thomas Laycocke, John Eyslingham, William
Skoldinge, Edward Hosteler, Robert Turnepenny, Humphrey Shulderham, Henry
Spencer, John Cooke and Thomas Hewar, my servants, to every of them besides their
quarter’s wages and their liveries, twenty shillings;

Item, I give to every one of mine other servants besides their quarter’s wages and their
liveries, ten shillings;

And I give to Margaret Popper, forty shillings;

And I give unto the right worshipful and right so mine assured good brother and friend, Sir
Roger Townshend, knight, (blank);

The residue of my goods, chattels and debts not before assigned, willed or bequeathed, I
freely give them and every of them to mine executors, whom I ordain, constitute and make
my well-beloved wife, Dame Grace Bedingfield, my son, Anthony Bedingfield, and
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Thomas Caton, my servant, to every of which I give, for their pains to be taken in and
about th’ execution and performance of this my testament, ten pounds and their
reasonable costs;

And furthermore I, the said Sir Edmund Bedingfield, do revoke, annul and annihilate all
other wills and testaments by me made, devised or ordained before the day of the date of
this my present last will and testament, these witnesses. Per Edmund Bedingfield.

Probatum fuit testamentum coram domino apud London secundi die Mensis Nouembris
Anno Domini Millesimo quingentesimo quinquagesimo tercio Iuramento Willelmi Walker
procuratoris Executorum in huiusmodi testamento nominatorum Ac approbatum et
insinuatum Comissaque fuit Administracio omnium bonorum &c dicti defuncti prefatis
executoribus De bene et fideliter administrando eadem ac de pleno Inuentario &c
exhibendo Ad sancta dei Euangelia in debita luris forma Iurati

[=The testament was proved before the Lord [+Archbishop] at London on the second
day of the month of November in the year of the Lord the thousand five hundred fifty-
third by the oath of William Walker, proctor of the executors named in the same
testament, and probated and entered, and administration was granted of all the goods etc.
of the said deceased to the forenamed executors, sworn on the Holy Gospels in due form
of law to well and faithfully administer the same, and to exhibit a full inventory etc.]
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