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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the
will, dated 24 October 1532 and proved 12 December 1532, of John Salter, esquire, of
Newport, Chief Justice of North Wales, who is mentioned in the will of John Newport,
grandfather of Sir Richard Newport (d.1570/1), owner of a copy of Hall’s Chronicle,
formerly Loan 61 in the British Library, containing annotations thought to have been
made by Shakespeare, formerly Loan 61 in the British Library, now in the possession of a
trustee, Lady Hesketh. See Keen, Alan and Roger Lubbock, The Annotator, (London:
Putnam, 1954). As indicated below, the testator had numerous connections to the
Newport, Corbet and Pakington families, and with the family of Oxford’s second wife,
Elizabeth Trentham (d.1612). For the will of John Newport, see TNA PROB 11/18/166.

FAMILY BACKGROUND

For the testator’s family background, see the Salter pedigree in Bright, Jonathan B., The
Brights of Suffolk, England, (Boston: John Wilson and Son, 1858), p. 92 at:

https://archive.org/details/brightsofsuffolk00brig/page/n253

See also Chetwynd-Stapylton, H.E., The Chetwynds of Ingestre, (London: Longmans,
Green, and Co., 1892), pp. 141-2 at:

https://books.google.ca/books?id=DpBDAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA140

MARRIAGE AND ISSUE

The testator married Elizabeth Ottley, the daughter of Thomas Ottley the elder by his
third wife, Anne Scriven. Chancery proceedings (see TNA C 1/888/2) indicate that after
the testator’s death his widow, Elizabeth Ottley Salter, married, as her second husband,
William Yonge of Caynton, Shropshire, who is likely related to the Giles Yonge who was
a co-purchaser, together with Ralph Sneyd (c.1527 - 15 August 1620) and Oxford’s wife,
Elizabeth Trentham (d.1612), of King’s Place in Hackney in 1597 (see TNA C 66/1476).

In the will below, the testator leaves bequests to two daughters:

* Margaret Salter, of whom nothing further appears to be known.

* Jane Salter, who married firstly Thomas Chetwynd (d. 30 September 1555) of
Ingestre, Staffordshire. See the pedigree of Chetwynd of Ingestre in William Salt
Archaeological Society, eds., Collections for a History of Staffordshire: The Heraldic
Visitations of Staffordshire in 1614 and 1663-4, Vol. V, Part 11, p. 81 at:

https://archive.org/stream/collectionsforpt205stafuoft#page/80/mode/2up

Modern spelling transcript copyright ©2007 Nina Green All Rights Reserved
http://www.oxford-shakespeare.com/




THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES PROB 11/24/75 2

Thomas Chetwynd (d. 30 September 1555) was the son of William Chetwynd (d.1546)
by Elizabeth Ferrers, the daughter of Sir John Ferrers of Tamworth by his wife, Maud,
and the grandson of William Chetwynd (d.1494), a gentleman usher in the royal
household who was murdered in 1494, and his wife, Alice Egerton (d.1534), said to have
been the daughter of Hugh Egerton (d.1503) of Wrinehill. See Chetwynd-Stapylton,
supra, pp. 118-28, and the Chetwynd pedigree, supra, p. 79. In the Egerton pedigree,
however, Alice Egerton, the daughter of Hugh Egerton (d.1503) of Wrinehill, is said to
have married Robert Chetwynd. See Rylands, John Paul, ed., The Visitation of Cheshire
in the Year 1580, Vol. XVIII, (London: Harleian Society, 1882), pp. 97-8 at:

https://archive.org/stream/visitationofches00glov#page/98/mode/2up

By her first marriage to Thomas Chetwynd (d. 30 September 1555), the testator’s
daughter, Jane Salter, had, according to the Chetwynd pedigree, supra, p. 81, three sons
and three daughters:

-John Chetwynd (d.1592), sheriff of Staffordshire, who married firstly Mary Meverell,
daughter and heiress of Ludovic Meverell, esquire, of Bold, and secondly Margery
Middlemore, daughter of Robert Middlemore of Edgbaston, Warwickshire.

-Robert Chetwynd, who married Elizabeth Hamersley, by whom he had five sons,
Walter, William, Thomas, John and Walter.

-Francis Chetwynd, who died without issue.

-Mary Chetwynd, who married Ralph Sneyd (c.1527 — 15 August 1620), maternal uncle
and trustee of Oxford’s second wife, Elizabeth Trentham. Ralph Sneyd was the eldest
son and heir of Sir William Sneyd (d.1571) (see below).

-Margaret Chetwynd, who married Ralph Brett, esquire, of Keele.

-Dorothy Chetwynd, who married Sir Walter Smyth, for whose murder on 15 May 1553
she was burned at the stake at Wolvey Heath. See the will of Sir Walter Smyth’s father,
Henry Smyth (d. 25 February 1513), esquire, TNA PROB 11/18/7; Richardson, Douglas,
Magna Carta Ancestry, ond ed., 2011, Vol. II, p. 456; and Thomas, William, ed., The
Antiquities of Warwickshire . . . By Sir William Dugdale, 2™ ed., (London: John Osborn,
1730), pp. 55-6 at:

http://books.google.ca/books?id=EWhZAAAAYAAJ&pg=PAS55

Jane Salter married secondly Sir William Sneyd (d. 6 June 1571), the grandfather of
Oxford’s second wife, Elizabeth Trentham (d.1612). In Chetwynd-Stapylton, supra, p.
142 he is described at the time of the marriage as ‘old Sir William Sneyd’. For the will of
Sir William Sneyd, see TNA PROB 11/54/430. See also Chetwynd-Stapylton, supra,
pp. 140-1. See also the pedigree of Sneyd in Burke, John, and John Bernard Burke, 4
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Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Landed Gentry of Great Britain and
Ireland, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), p. 1259 at:

https://books.google.ca/books?id=ONEKAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1259

OTHER PERSONS MENTIONED IN THE WILL

In the will below the testator mentions his kinsman, John Corbet of Leigh, whose first
wife was Margaret Blount (daughter of Sir Thomas Blount (1455 - 4 June 1524) of
Kinlet, Shropshire, and Anne Croft (d. 27 Sep. 1549), the daughter of Sir Richard Croft
(d. 29 July 1509) of Herefordshire). Margaret Blount’s niece, Elizabeth Blount (c.1500—
1539x41), was the mistress of King Henry VIII and the mother of the King’s illegitimate
son, Henry Fitzroy (1519-1536). John Corbet of Leigh married, as his second wife, Joyce
Pakington, the sister of Humphrey Pakington (1502-1556), grandfather of Humphrey
Martyn, the addressee of the Langham Letter describing Leicester’s entertainment of
Queen Elizabeth at Kenilworth in the summer of 1575. The will of Humphrey Pakington
(1502-1556) contains a bequest to ‘my brother-in-law, Mr John Corbet, esquire’ (see
TNA PROB 11/38/212). See the pedigree of Corbet of Leigh in Grazebrook, George,
and John Paul Rylands, eds., The Visitation of Shropshire, Part I, (London: Harleian
Society, 1889), Vol. XXVIII, p. 142 at:

http://books.google.ca/books?id=RVI17Y0xUv5kC&pg=PA141
See also:

http://newsgroups.derkeiler.com/Archive/Soc/soc.genealogy.medieval/2005-
08/msg00683.html

For John Corbet of Leigh see also the History of Parliament entry at:

http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/corbet-john-i-
1500-55-or-later

Thomas Ottley, mentioned as a trustee in the testator’s will below, appears to have been
Thomas Ottley the younger of Pitchford, Shropshire, the nephew of the testator’s wife,
Elizabeth (nee Ottley) Salter. Thomas Ottley the younger married Katherine Corbet.

Thomas Astley, another trustee mentioned in the will, was likely related to Elizabeth
Salter’s sister, Jane or Joan Salter, who married Richard Astley (c.1460-1531) of
Patshull, Staffordshire. See Richardson, Douglas, Plantagenet Ancestry, ond ed., 2011,
Vol. I, p. 123.

The testator’s kinsman, ‘Ralph Leighton, gentleman’, was Ralph Leighton of Coates,
Shropshire, who married Anne Trentham, the great-aunt of Oxford’s second wife,
Elizabeth Trentham (d.1612). Ralph Leighton’s parents were John Leighton of Coates
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and Jane Salter, the daughter of John Salter of Wrockwardine. See the will of Anne
Trentham’s father, Thomas Trentham, TNA PROB 11/19/252, and Verity, Brad, ‘The
Cressetts of Upton Cressett, Part 6°, at:

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!msg/soc.genealogy.medieval/t2vEU tLLxc/WeflL33y
iMIUJ

See also the Leighton pedigree in Grazebrook, George and John Paul Rylands, eds., The
Visitation of Shropshire, 1623, Part II, (London: Harleian Society, 1889), Vol. XXIX, p.
323 at:

http://archive.org/stream/visitationshrop01britgoog#page/n47/mode/2up

RM: Tes{tamen}t{u}m lo{hannis} Salter

In the name of God, Amen. The 24™ day of October in the year of our Lord God a
thousand five hundred 32, and in the 24™ year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King
Henry the 8™, 1, John Salter, esquire, being sick in my body and whole in mind and of
good remembrance, giving laud praise to God, make and declare this my testament and
last will in manner and form following, that is to say, as well concerning the disposition
of my lands and tenements as of my moveable goods and chattels:

First, I bequeath my soul to Almighty God, my Maker and Redeemer, and my body to be
buried in the parish church of Newport at the foot of the marble stone which lieth upon
the body of my father, as near to th’ end of the altar of Saint Thomas as conveniently may
be;

And I bequeath to my curate there, in recompense for my tithes, offerings and other
duties forgotten by me, my best beast, whether it be ox or cow;

Also 1T bequeath to every of the covents of the monasteries of Lilleshall, Buildwas,
Hamonde and Saint Thomas the Martyr besides Stafford 6s 8d, and to Wombridge 3s 4d;

Also I bequeath to the cathedral church of Lichfield 12d, and to Coventry 12d;

Item, I will that mine executors do pay to the cathedral church of Lichfield four marks in
money, the which was bequeathed by one Doctor Dogett [=Docket?], sometime canon
resident in Sap and prebendary in the said church of Lichfield;

And whereas 1 lately by my deed sealed and signed with my name and hand have
enfeoffed my brother, Sir Roger Salter, clerk, and other my kinsmen, that is to say, John
Corbet of Leigh, Thomas Ottley, esquires, Thomas Astley and Ralph Leighton,
gentlemen, of and in my chief mese-place in Newport in the which I now dwell [+and] of
and in all my lands and tenements with th’ appurtenances in Newport or elsewhere in the
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county of Salop, to have to them and their heirs to the use and behoof of me and my wife
for term of our lives and the longer of us living without impeachment of waste, and after
our deceases to the use of the heirs males of the body of me, the said John Salter,
begotten, and for default of such issue then my said feoffees and their heirs to stand and
be seised after the death of me and my said wife in the one half of my said lands and
tenements, whereof my said chief mese-place with all lands, pastures, meadows, fish-
pools belonging to the same, that is to say, two leasows or pastures called the Hawill
crofts with meadows adjoining and belonging to the same, a parcel of meadow which I
purchased of William Rowton, two pastures, one of them called the Spring and another
pasture adjoining to the same lying between the said Spring and the said pasture called
the Hawill crofts, a pasture lying before the gates of my said chief mese-place, and of all
the burgages lying in length from th’ end of the lane called Beanmares lane unto the mills
of the town of Newport, I will to be parcel, to th’ use of Thomas Chetwynd and Jane, his
wife, my daughter and of the heirs of the body of the said Jane by the said Thomas
begotten, and for default of such issue to th’ use of the right heirs of me, the said John;

Item, I bequeath to Margaret, my daughter, one hundred marks of lawful money of
England, and I give to the same Margaret my best standing cup gilt;

Item, I will that my said daughter, Margaret, have to her part as much lands in valure
pound and pound like as my daughter Jane hath, as well pastures as other, that be not
appointed to Thomas Chetwynd, my son-in-law;

Item, I will that Elizabeth, my wife, have Lyndore, and if it fortune the same Elizabeth to
depart this world or the years be expired, that then the residue thereof to remain unto

Margaret, my daughter;

Item, I give to Thomas Chetwynd and Jane, his wife, a plain standing cup of silver and
gilt;

Moreover, I bequeath to my brother, Richard Salter, my tawny gown furred with fox;
Item, to Roger Maxfelde, a black gown furred with black lamb;

Item, to the same Roger, a cow;

Item, to the same Roger, a doublet of black velvet;

Item, to Thurstone, my clerk, my gown lined with black camlet, and my jerkin of black
velvet;

The residue of my goods, moveable and unmovable, not bequeathen I give and bequeath
to Elizabeth, my wife, and to Edward Leighton, clerk, whom I make mine executors of
this my testament and last will, they to dispose them for the health of my soul and all
Christian souls by their wisdoms and discretions as my trust is in them;
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And I make overseer of this my last will and testament Sir William Branthwayte, clerk,
and I give to the same Sir William my jacket of velvet;

Item, I will and bequeath to the church of Newport 10s yearly to be paid out of a certain
mese-place being and lying in Sambrook in the tenure and holding of William Howell, in
the which mese stand enfeoffed Roger Salter, clerk, John Corbet of Leigh, Thomas
Ottley, esquires, Thomas Astley and Ralph Leighton, gentlemen, to be made sure to the
same church as can be devised by learned counsel, and the same ten shillings to be for to
maintain a lamp burning over me night and day in the honour of the Blessed and Holy
Sacrament of the altar forever;

Item, I will that certain arable land and meadow in the holding of Gerveys Tronian of the
yearly value of 6s 8d, in the which stand feoffed Roger, John, Thomas, Thomas and
Ralph aforesaid, be made as sure as can be devised by learned counsel to have an obit
kept forever in the church of Newport for my soul, Elizabeth my wife’s soul, and all
Christian souls;

These witness: Gabriel Astley, Roger Maxfelde, gentlemen, and other.

Probatum fuit suprascriptum tes{tamenjt{u}jm Coram Mag{istjro Ricardo Gwent
Decretor{um} doctore Prerogatiue eccl{es}ie xpi Cant{uariensis} sede Archie{pisco}pali
ib{ide}m vacan{te} com{m}issario xijo die mensis Decembris Anno D{omi}ni
Mill{es}imo quingen{tesijmo xxxijo Iurament{o} mag{ist}jri Edwardi Leighton
personal{ite}r p{rese}nt{is} et Elizabeth{e} Relicte in p{er}sona eiusdem Edwardi
executorum in h{uiusjmo{d}i tes{tamen}to no{m}i{n}at{orum} Ac approbat{um} et
insinuatu{m} Et com{m}issa fuit admi{ni}stracio o{mn}iu{m} & sing{u}lor{um}
bonorum Iuriu{m} & creditorum d{i}c{t}i defuncti prefat{is} execut{oribus} De
b{ein{e} & fidel{ite}r admi{ni}strand{o} Ac de pleno & fideli In{venta}rio secundo
Die post festum s{an}jc{t}i Blasij E{pisco}pi prox{imum} futur{um} exhibend{o}
Necnon de plano & vero compoto reddend{o} Ad s{an}c{t}a Dei Eu{a}ngelia Iurat{is}

[=The above-written will was proved before Master Richard Gwent, Doctor of the
Decrees(?), Commissary of the Prerogative Church of Christ of Canterbury, the
archiepiscopal seat there being vacant, on the 12" day of the month of December in the
year of the Lord the thousand five hundred 32™ by the oath of Master Edward Leighton,
personally present, and Elizabeth, relict, in the person of the same Edward, executors
named in the same testament, and probated and registered, and administration was
granted of all & singular the goods, rights and credits of the said deceased to the
forenamed executors, sworn on the Holy Gospels to well & faithfully administer, and to
exhibit a full & true inventory on the second day after the feast of Saint Blaise, bishop,
next to come, and also to render a plain and true account.]
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