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Was Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford, the

"annotator" of a copy of Hall's Chronicle? [Part

3 of 3]

In previous issues of the Edward De Vere Newslet-

ter, it has been suggested that the author of the

Langham Letter was Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of

Oxford.  Oxford's interest in history was remarked

upon by his contemporaries, and one of the reasons

for hypothesizing that the author of the Langham

Letter was Oxford is that the author of the Letter is

also interested in history.  In the final paragraph of

the Letter, in the course of a tongue-in-cheek de-

scription of his education, he mentions his "delight"

in reading books of history:

Herewith meant I fully to bid ye farewell had not this

doubt come to my mind that here remains a doubt in

you, which I ought (methought) in any wise to clear.

Which is, ye marvel perchance to see me so bookish .

. . I have leisure sometime when I tend not upon the

Council whereby now I look on one book, now on

another.  Stories [i.e. histories] I delight in - the more

ancient and rare, the more likesome unto me (Kuin

81).

The anonymous annotator of Sir Richard Newport's

copy of Hall's Chronicle also had a marked inter-

ested in history, and there is considerable other cir-

cumstantial evidence to support the hypothesis that

the youthful annotator of the Chronicle was Edward

de Vere.

It thus becomes of some importance to determine

whether there is any similarity between the vocabu-

lary of the Langham Letter and the vocabulary found

in the annotations in Hall's Chronicle.  A significant

similarity in vocabulary would render it more likely

that the Langham Letter and the annotations in Hall's

Chronicle are by the same author, and that that

anonymous author was Oxford.

Eliot Slater has devised a rare word test by which

the vocabularies in different literary texts can be

compared.  A "word", for purposes of Slater's test,

consists of a "lexical word" having a separate entry

in the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary:

Any word is regarded as an independent entity if it

has its own paragraph in SOED, or is entered in bold

type under the heading of the catch word in question

as a distinct formation.  Homonyms which are differ-

ent parts of speech are taken to be different words.

Modifications of a stem word by inflection, declen-

sion, conjugation, etc. are not taken to constitute a dif-

ference.  Verbal nouns and adjectives, e.g. those end-

ing in -ing, are regarded as not distinct from the root

verb.  Words in the Dictionary which appear hyphen-

ated are regarded as single distinct entries.  A noun

used attributitively as an adjective is regarded as an

adjective and therefore a different part of speech and

an independent word in its own right.  A verb used

transitively or intransitively is regarded as two differ-

ent words.  These points of decision have been formu-

lated as above with a view to making allowances for

authorial style, originality, flexibility and even eccen-

tricity in the use of words. (p.103)

When this test is applied to the vocabulary of the

Langham Letter, the total number of individual lexi-

cal words in the Letter (exclusive of proper nouns

and foreign words) is reduced to approximately

3000.  The total number of lexical words used by

the annotator is a little over 800.

When the two vocabularies of lexical words are com-
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pared, approximately 54% of the lexical words in

the annotator’s vocabulary match lexical words in

the vocabulary of the Langham Letter.

The considerable correspondence between the two

vocabularies is thus significant enough to merit fur-

ther analysis, particularly when it is realized that

some rather unusual words are found in common in

the two vocabularies -- words such as bruit, chariot,

concord, discord, embassy, fatherly, feigned, framed,

historiographer, jest, maintain, malice, martial,

massy, oration, pad, passage, peradventure, policy,

prophecy, rail, rendered, represents, sage, skirmish,

solemn, specially, spoil, stoutly, subjection, sundry,

tempest, thereby, thereof, torches, treasure, triumph,

utter, verses, virtues, wanton, withal, writers and

yielded.

To enable the reader to form an impression of the

nature of the vocabulary used by the annotator of

Hall's Chronicle, a list of all vocabulary words (in-

cluding proper nouns and foreign words) used in

the annotations is reprinted below.  The number fol-

lowing each word indicates the number of times the

word is used in the annotations.
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Appendix A: Vicabulary of Annotations in

Hall's Chronicle

a 121

about 1

abroad 1

absence 1

acquittance 1

act 3

activity 1

adoption 1

advanced 1

afar 1

affirming 1

affliction 1

after 6

after-gotten 1

afternoon 1

again 4

against 18

age 1

aged 1

Agincourt 2

aid 7

aided 1

Albany 1

Alençon 1

alive 1

all 4

almost 4

alms 1

although 1

always 1

ambassadors 4

among 5

an 19

Ancaster 1

and 113

Angoulême 1

Anjou 2

anno 2

Anno Domini 1

another 5

answer 11

apparent 1

appertaining 1

appointed 6

apprehended 2

approached 1

approaching 1

April 1

Aquitaine 2

archbishop 2

archers 3

arch-fool 1

Argentan 1

Armagnac 2

armed 2

armour 2

arms 3

army 9

arrived 1

article 5

articles 7

Arundel 1

as 3

assault 1

assaulted 2

assembled 1

assented 1

assured 1

at 27

attached 1
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